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	1.0        Policy Name:                            NPCpp – Class Size Policy 

	

	2.0 
Purpose Statement: 
             The purpose of issuing this policy is to highlight to all our partners in education the shortcomings in 
existing policy, and the urgent need to implement the changes necessary to enhance the current system  

             of special needs education.
3.0 Background: - 
Successive OECD reports rank Ireland as one of the wealthiest nations in the world. Despite this, we come 29th out of 30 OECD countries when it comes to the amount we spend on each second-level student relative to GDP per capita. What this means is under-resourced and under-staffed schools where most students regularly experience large classes. A teacher who faces 25 or 30 adolescent students in a 40-minute class period has little opportunity to spend time with each individual student. Our diverse student cohort and our modern curriculum require a learning environment which facilitates one-to-one interaction and allows the use of a variety of different teaching and learning methods.

Parents know well the benefits of smaller classes. In a smaller class students can receive more one-to-one attention, they can learn in different ways, and they can do more practical and collaborative work. Order, discipline and safety are enhanced and teachers can spend less time on classroom management and focus more on teaching and learning. 
A recent survey (2007) on class size also highlights changes in the student cohort in recent years. Ninety-four per cent of second-level schools have students with special educational needs, 87% have students with learning difficulties, and 65% have students for whom English is not their first language. 
In 2002, the independent McGuinness Report on Staffing in Second Level Schools recommended the creation of 1,200 additional classroom teachers. For the past five years this report has been gathering dust. While the Government claims it has reduced the pupil teacher ratio at second level in recent years, this has been achieved by creating small numbers of additional posts in areas such as special needs, guidance counselling and English language support. These additional posts are much needed and are to be welcomed. However, they are not mainstream classroom teaching posts and they have had a negligible effect on the crucial issue of class size.


	4.0 
Issues /Problems with the current System
      - There are currently 35,000 young people in secondary schools being taught in class sizes of 30 or more.

· Ireland currently has the second largest class sizes in the European Union. Based on

· Data compiled by the OECD for the school year 2003, the average primary class in

· Ireland has 24.3 pupils compared with an average of 21.7 in 31 OECD countries, and an EU average of  

      20.3.
· The impact of large class sizes on children and young people can be significant, particularly for children  

      with special needs who require additional support. 
· A large class size may mean the teacher has less time to identify special needs within the class
· Children with special needs may not be given the attention they require. 

Sixty-four per cent of Third Year students in Irish second level schools experience classes of 25 students    

      or more and 16% experience classes of 30 students or more. 
A survey (2007) of Third Year English, Maths and History classes revealed that

 · 61% of all Third Year English students are in classes of 25 students or more; 14% are in classes of 30 students or more. 

· 50% of all Third Year Maths students are in classes of 25 students or more; 15% are in classes of 30 students or more. 
· 64% of all Third Year History students are in classes of 25 students or more; 16% are in classes of 30 or more. 
· 90% of teachers agreed that class size often affects their ability to afford students the individual attention they require.
· 84% of teachers agreed that class size affects the quality of education students receive.
· 76% of teachers agreed that class size negatively impacts on the range of teaching methodologies they use.
· 67% of teachers agreed that class size affects their ability to cover the syllabus. 
· 91% of teachers agreed that class size increases classroom stress. 
5.0 
Specific Proposals
Convene a forum to investigate the mechanism required to fund the necessary investment in education required to reduce class size to the OECD average.
6.0 
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