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	1.0        Policy Name:                            NPCpp - School Transport Policy

	

	2.0 
Purpose Statement: 

             The purpose of issuing this Policy is to highlight to the Department of Science & Education and the  
Department of Transport, the anomalies of current Government School Transport Policy.  In so doing, 
we are looking to the implementation of a fairer and more equitable policy from Government.
3.0 Background:
             The provision of school transport is an issue of mounting concern for many families throughout       
the country. It is an issue of particular importance for children and families in rural areas, where 
school transport is, in many instances, necessary for children to exercise their right to 
education.


To be eligible for school transport, a child has to attend his/her nearest school in his/her catchment area.

Due to school closures, new school openings and amalgamations over the years, under the School 
Transport Scheme, school transport is only provided to (when applicable) the school of amalgamation. 


This has lead to situations where Parents have had to send their child to a school further away than the 
nearest school as their local schools had closed down (sometimes decades ago) and amalgamated with 
a school further away from the child’s household. 


In practice, this means longer journeys for children and it also sometimes means that children may have 
to attend a different school from their friends in the local community.

	4.0 
Issues /Problems with the current System

There  are a number of  issues of concern to Parents/Guardians under  the current  School Transport 

    
Scheme (STS).

- the geography of school provision over a period of time. ie. the closures/amalgamations/new schools.

- the right to choose a school deemed by parents as best suited  for their child’s needs (each  parents  
constitutional right  and duty to be able to choose the most appropriate education for their children ).

- catchment boundaries and administration of the STS.

- pick up points.

- measurement of distances.

- concessionary transport.

- supervision on board  and when dropped off before the school gates open.

- school transport independent appeals board.

- school transport and special needs.

- buses to have DOE test regularly to insure they  are operating at highest possible standard.

- health and safety on buses eg. buses to carry first aid kit and appropriate  training in first aid provided 
for drivers and helpers.
5.0 
Policy Proposals - Introduction

As it appears catchment boundaries is a part of the overall decision making policy in the DES and 
because of the major changes in population development throughout the country, these catchment 
boundaries need to be reviewed. 


But, on the specific issue of School Transport, NPCpp believe it is time to change from the current 
practice of the regulations and rules being formulated around catchment boundaries.


Under the operation of the current scheme there are many instances of impracticality and non-
functioning due to rigidity in the implementation of the scheme.

6.0 
Specific Proposals
1. 
Remove the rule whereby to be eligible for school transport a child has to attend his/her nearest school.     By deleting this rule  it eliminates  the following  problems:
   
(a) right to choose school
    
(b) measurement of distances
    
(c) the need for concessionary transport
    
(d) inconsistency problem of ;-  
· 
-
YES  to  transport  outside catchment  area if going to a Gaelscoil, 
·   
- 
NO to transport outside catchment area if going to English speaking school.

    
(e) the inconsistency problem ( in case of school closures ) of ;- 

          

​-
YES  to transport if  you go to an amalgamated school, but ,

· 
NO to transport if it is a new school.
 

 


2. 
Take the rigidity out of the implementation of any transport scheme and replace it with more  
flexible management policies.


This  would be possible if bus routes were based, not on the catchment  areas of schools, but on
whatever are the best sensible and appropriate routes given  the number of students who require  
transport  to the schools where  they ( the schools ) are  located even if it means  buses  taking students 
to more than one school on any particular route.


Should this be the case (ie a bus route goes past more than one school) and more than one bus is  
required, then use 2 (or more) buses. This would stop the need of “double-busing “which can lead to 
the scenario of children being left unattended at the school gate before school opens.


This would assist to have Pick Up points located in the most appropriate area and eliminates the  
current problem of some PU points being totally impractical and dangerous located in isolated areas.
 
When the stakeholders (DES, VEC and Bus Eireann) are deciding on the appropriate bus route, each 
should use the same map.
 

3
School Transport must be supervised on board – resulting in

    
(a)  less accidents caused by driver being distracted.

    

(b) potential bullying  situations
    
(These helpers/supervisors could be retired people - required only in AM and PM part time.)
 


4. 
All buses should have a First Aid Kit, and appropriate training in first aid must be provided for  
drivers and helpers.
 


5. 
All buses must have communication with their local depot, either through the use of mobile 
phone or radio transmitter.


6. 
More rigorous DOE testing for the bus fleets to ensure the School Transport buses are up to the 
highest standard including adaptation for special needs.


7. 
The school bus takes precedence over all other traffic when dropping off or picking up students.

7.0 
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2.0



	8.0 Glossary of Terms
              STS – Schools Transport System.


DOE – Department of Environment


VEC – Vocational Education Committee.
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