
 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

NPCpp: 
25years of Service 

 

 
Barry Andrews TD 

 
I am deeply conscious that 
parents want what is best for 
their children and that they have 
a very important and influential 
role in their children’s education.  
 
Over the past 25 years the 
National Parents Council, Post 
Primary has provided a uniform 
structure for enabling parents to 
become involved in their 
children's education in co-
operation with Boards of 
Management and school 
Principals. The Council has rightly 
promoted the importance of 
effective communication 
between the school and home 
and it has informed and 
influenced national policy and 
debate on educational matters. 
The Government recognises that 
all parents are important 
partners in their children’s 
education, including its 
governance and decision making. 
That is why the Government 
supports parents as a vital 
participant in education and why 
in 1998 this valuable parental 
role was enshrined into 
legislation.  

For the past 25 years, the Council 
has been empowering parents on 
how best to co-operate with 
their children’s school to 
promote the interests of both 
their child and all students. 
Empowering Parents is therefore 
both a fitting and timely theme 
for this important anniversary 
conference. I complement the 
NPC for commissioning the ESRI 
research on Parental 
Involvement in Post-Primary 
Education. This research should 
inform the continued 
development of structures to 
promote and maximise the role 
of parents in education, locally 
and nationally. 
I wish the conference well, I look 
forward to studying its outcome 
and I look forward to working 
with the National Parent’s 
Council in the future. 
 
Barry Andrews TD, 
Minister for Children and Youth 
Affairs 

 
National Parent’s 

Council pp Conference 
2010 

Empowering Parents - 
Risk or Opportunity 

 
On the occasion of our 25th 
Anniversary, it gives the 
National Parents Council 
pp   great pleasure to extend an 
invitation to all Parents, 
Chairpersons and Members of 
Parent Associations/Councils in 
every Post Primary school 
nationwide, to attend 
Conference 2010 “Empowering 
Parents - Risk or Opportunity “at 
2pm, Friday the 30th of April 
and 9.30 am Saturday May 1st at 

the Clock Tower, Department of 
Education & Science, 
Marlborough Street, Dublin 1. 
 NPCpp hope all parents of Post 
Primary Students will be able to 
join us for this special 25th 
celebration.  
 
If you would like to attend, 
please contact  
Ms. Sandra Boylan by Monday 
26th of April at: 
NPCpp, Unit 5 Glasnevin 
Business Centre,             
Ballyboggan Road 
Dublin 11  
Telephone: 01 8740350 
Email to: npcpp@eircom.net 
 
 

 
 

Talk Back  
- The Irish Times 
 
Press article by Jim Moore, 
President NPCpp on 9th Feb. 
2010 
 
The ban on after-hours parent-
teacher meetings is a mistake,  
THERE IS no shortage of public 
declarations that parents are “full 
partners in the consultative 
process” on education. The 
Education Act even 
acknowledges the integral role of 
parents in Irish education. 
But if we look across the post-
primary sector we can see the 
shortcomings that exist. For 
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example, how many schools have 
parents as chairpersons of 
boards of management? Have all 
schools formed parents’ councils 
in a transparent manner? Do all 
schools hold board of 
management meetings at times 
that enable parents to attend? 
Are the issues of concern to 
parents on the agenda at board 
of management meetings? 
There are wider issues holding 
back parents. There is the fear 
factor of some educationalists 
about an overly strong voice for 
parents. There is also a view that 
parents should be no more than 
fund-raisers for their school. 
Management bodies have not 
faced up to these issues. 
The other partners in our system, 
the teachers, have gained the 
admiration of parents for their 
dedication in educating our 
children. But the teacher unions 
(ASTI and TUI) have failed to 
grasp the concept that parents 
are not the enemy. Parents are 
willing to work with teacher 
unions in campaigning for more 
funding for our education 
system. But parents resent the 
fact that teachers’ industrial 
action takes children out of the 
classroom. 
 
The current directive banning 
after-hours parent-teacher 
meetings is a mistake. It is a lost 
opportunity to engage with 
parents, to explain the crisis that 
exists in education and its 
delivery in schools. Teacher 
unions need to do more than 
take action – they need to 
explain these actions, and their 
justification for them, to parents. 
On school league tables, teacher 
unions and parents can share a 
common cause. League tables 
show a very small part of the 
education profile of a school. 
How can comparisons be drawn 
between different types of 
schools with different social and 
cultural backgrounds, offering a 
diverse range of courses? How 

can we compare the work of an 
inner city school to a large rural 
school? But parents need some 
information on schools. After all, 
many support the school through 
registration fees, fund-raising 
and other charges. 
Parents generally have to rely on 
local knowledge in deciding 
where to send their children. The 
Whole-School Evaluation process 
should be developed to provide 
this type of information and 
allow a full picture of individual 
schools to be presented. We 
could move away from a narrow 
focus on exam results and league 
tables. 
 
So what now for parents? The 
National Parents Council post-
primary (NPCpp) conducted a 
major internal review with the 
support of the Department of 
Education three years ago. A 
development plan was finalised 
with proposals to ensure NPCpp 
is properly resourced. This would 
allow it become a sustainable 
partner in post-primary 
education in Ireland. Resourcing 
the NPCpp could be sustained by 
a fee of €2 per student. Now is 
the time to devote our efforts to 
release the capacity of parents to 
contribute the reservoir of talent 
and civic commitment available 
to us. 
 
Partnership in education has 
been enhanced with the 
development of the Post-Primary 
Education Forum in 2007. This 
brings together parents, 
management bodies and teacher 
unions to discuss strategies in an 
attempt to form a cohesive 
approach to our common 
interest. It provides hope for the 
future. 
 

Parents & Legislation 
This is the 2nd in a series of 
articles on legislation that will be 
of interest to all 
parents/guardians 

Section 10 relates to functions of 
Board - (NEWB)  
(4)The Board may, with the 
consent of the parent of the child 
concerned, arrange for a child to 
be assessed as to his or her 
intellectual, emotional and 
physical development (hereafter 
in this section referred to as “an 
assessment”) by such person as 
may be determined by the Board 
with the concurrence of the 
parent.  
(5) Where a parent refuses to 
give his or her consent under 
subsection (4), the Board may 
apply to the Circuit Court for an  
order that an assessment of the 
child be carried out. 
 
Section 14 relates to a register of 
children receiving education in a 
place other than a school – 
(1) The Board shall, on the 
commencement of this section, 
cause to be established and 
maintained a register of all 
children in receipt of education in 
a place other than a recognised 
school (hereafter in this section 
referred to as “the register”) 
(2) Subject to subsection (3), 
where a parent chooses to 
educate or have educated, his or 
her child in a place other than a 
recognised school, he or she 
shall, in accordance with this 
section, apply to the board to  
have the child registered in the 
register. 
(3) The parent of a child who 
immediately before the 
commencement of this section is 
being educated in a place other 
than a recognised school shall, if 
he or she wishes the child to 
continue to be so educated, 
apply, not later than 3 months 
after such commencement, to 
the Board to have the child 
concerned registered in the 
register. 
 
Section 17 relates to where a 
Parent to Cause a child to attend 
school –  



Subject to subsection (2) - the 
parent of a child shall cause the 
child concerned to attend a 
recognised school on each school 
day. 
 
Section 18 relates to Notification 
of child’s absence from school – 
Where a child is absent from the 
school at which he or she is 
registered during part of a school 
day, or for a school day or more 
than a school day, the parent of 
the child shall, in accordance 
with procedures specified in the 
code of behaviour prepared by 
the school under section 23, 
notify the principal of the school 
of the reasons for the child’s 
absence. 
 
Section 19 relates to Admission 
of child to recognised school – 
(1)The board of management of 
a recognised school shall not 
refuse to admit as a student in 
such school a child, in respect of 
whom an application to be so 
admitted has been made, except 
where such refusal is in 
accordance with the policy of the 
recognised school concerned 
published under section 15 (2) 
(d)  of the Act of 1998. 
(2) The parent of a child who has 
made application referred to in 
subsection (1) shall provide the 
recognised school concerned 
with such information as may be 
prescribed by the Minister. 
(3) As soon as practicable, but 
not later than 21 days, after a 
parent has provided, in 
accordance with subsection (2), 
such information as may be 
prescribed by the Minister 
thereunder, the board of 
management of the school 
concerned shall make a decision 
in respect of the application 
concerned and inform the parent 
in writing thereof. 
 
Section 21 relates to School 
attendance records – 
(6) The board of management of 
a recognised school shall, not 

later than 6 weeks after the end 
of each school year, submit a 
report to - 
(a) The educational welfare 
officer who has been assigned 
functions under this Act in 
relation to the school, and 
(b) The parents’ association of 
the recognised school concerned 
established under section 26 of 
the Act of 1998 (where so 
established) on the levels of 
attendance at that school during 
the immediately preceding 
school year. 
 
Section 22 relates to School 
attendance strategies – 
(1) The board of management of 
a recognised school shall, after 
consultation with the principal 
of, teachers teaching at, parents 
of students registered at, and the 
educational welfare officer 
assigned functions in relation to, 
that school, prepare and submit 
to the Board a statement of the 
strategies and measures it 
proposes to adopt for the 
purpose of fostering an 
appreciation of learning among 
students attending the school 
and encouraging regular 
attendance at school on the part 
of such students (hereafter in 
this section referred to as a 
“statement of strategy ”). 
(2) Without prejudice to the 
generality of subsection (1), a 
statement of strategy shall 
provide for –  
(b) The identification at an early 
stage of students who are at risk, 
of developing school attendance 
problems 
(c) The establishment of closer 
contacts between the school 
concerned and the families of 
students to which paragraph (b) 
applies: 
(1) The board of management of 
a recognised school may, with 
the consent of the Minister, and 
for the purpose of giving effect to 
a statement of strategy prepared 
and employed by it, as it 
considers appropriate, to liaise 

with the parents of students 
registered at the school 
concerned and to give such 
assistance to the families of 
these students as the board of 
management concerned 
considers appropriate. 
 
Section 23 relates to code of 
behaviour- 
(1) The board of management of 
a recognised school shall after 
consultation with the principal 
of, the teachers teaching at, the 
parents of students registered at, 
and the educational welfare 
officer assigned functions in 
relation to, that school, prepare, 
in accordance with subsection 
(2), a code of behaviour in 
respect of students registered at 
the school (hereafter in this 
section referred to s a “code of 
behaviour”). 
(3) A code of behaviour shall be 
prepared in accordance with 
such guidelines as may,   
following consultation by the 
Board with national associations 
of parents, recognised school 
management organisations and 
trade unions and staff 
associations representing 
teachers, be issued by the Board.  
 
 Section 25 relates to School 
attendance notice –  
(1) Subject to section 17 (2), the 
Board shall, if of opinion that a 
parent is failing or neglecting to 
cause his or her child to attend a 
recognised school in accordance 
with this Act, serve a notice 
(hereafter in this section referred 
to as a “school attendance 
notice”) on such parent – 
(a) Requiring him or her on the 
expiration of such period as is 
specified in the notice, to cause 
his or her child named in the 
notice to attend such recognised 
school as is specified in the 
notice, and there to attend on 
each school day that the notice is 
in force, and 
(b) Informing him or her that if 
he or she fails to comply with a 



requirement under paragraph (a) 
he or she shall be guilt of an 
offence. 
Section 27 relates to Information 
to students and students council  
(1) A board shall establish and 
maintain procedures for the 
purposes of informing students 
in a school of the activities of the 
school 
(2) The procedures established 
and maintained under subsection 
(1) shall facilitate the involvement 
of the students in he operation of 
the school, having regard to the 
age and experience of the 
students, in association with their 
parents and teachers. 
(3) Students in a post-primary 
school may establish a student 
council and, without prejudice to 
the generality of subsection (1), a 
board of a post-primary school 
shall encourage the 
establishment by students of a 
student council and shall 
facilitate and give all reasonable 
assistance to – 
(a) Students who wish to 
establish a student council, and 
(b) Student councils when they 
are established. 
(4) A student council shall 
promote the interests of the 
school and the involvement of 
the students in the affairs of the 
school, in cooperation with the 
board, parents and teachers. 
(5) The rules of the 
establishment of the student 
council shall be drawn up by the 
board, in accordance with such 
guidelines as may be issued by 
the Minister from time to time, 
and such rules may provide for 
the election of members and the 
dissolution of a student council. 
(6) A student council, following 
consultation with the board, may 
make rules governing its 
meetings and the business and 
conduct of its affairs. 

Irish Second-Level 
Students’ Union 
The ISSU aims to give students a 
voice in their education and in 

issues that affect them. ISSU 
connects students nationwide 
and is the national umbrella body 
for second-level school student 
Councils.  
ISSU believes that for us to create 
a modern, reliable and 
transparent education system, 
Students should be consulted in 
all aspects of their education. 
Over the past year ISSU has been 
focusing on developing its new 
structures in order to lay the 
foundations for all future work. 
As part of this process, a 
Monitoring and Advisory 
Committee structure was 
developed. This committee, on 
which the NPCpp is represented, 
acts as a safety net for the 
organisation and the committee 
members monitor and advise the 
work of the national board and 
its subcommittees. Carole 
Trodden (NPCpp Director) 
represents the National Parents’ 
Council PP on this committee and 
provides advice and guidance to 
the ISSU national board. 
It has been a very busy and 
productive year for the ISSU 
team. However, no significant 
achievement can be a solo 
performance especially when 
starting a project such as ISSU 
from the ground up. ISSU has by 
no means been an exception. It 
took many very special people to 
enable and support it and help to 
lay strong foundations for the 
organisation. ISSU is in regular 
contact with the main 
stakeholder organisations in the 
Irish education and youth work 
sectors, as well as the auxiliary 
organisations that support our 
education system. 
ISSU’s aims include: 

¶ To provide training and 
development of second-level 
school student councils, in 
conjunction with relevant 
bodies.  

¶ To develop policies on issues 
affecting Irish second-level 
students and bring the needs 
and rights of students to the 

attention of the relevant 
authorities.  

¶ To provide a transparent, 
democratic and reliable 
organisation.   

¶ To work in collaboration with 
other educational institutions 
and bodies both in Ireland, 
and Europe. To work closely 
with educational curriculum 
policy makers and teachers’ 
unions to continually develop 
a transparent, fair and 
modern education system.  

¶ And most importantly, to 
give students a structured 
platform through which the 
voice of the Irish second-level 
students will be heard.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 

 

Ms. Leanne Caulfield 

(President, Irish Secondary 

Students Union) and Ms. 

Connie Carolan (General 

Secretary PACCS) at the Fed. 

of Parent Councils in 

Christian Bros. & other 

Catholic Secondary Schools 

Conference in the Clarion 

Hotel, Liffey Valley, Dublin 
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