has been empowering parents on
how best b cooperate with
GKSANI OKAf RNByQa
promote the interests of both
their child and all students.
Empowering Parents is therefore
both a fitting and timely theme
for this important anniversary
conference. | complement the
NPC for commissioning th&RI
research on Parental
Involvement in PosPrimary
Education. This research should
inform the continued
development of structures to
promote and maximise the role
of parents in education, locally
and nationally.

I wish the conference well, | look
forwardto studying its outcome

25years of Service

Barry Andrews TD

I am deeply conscious that
parents want what is best for
their children and that they have
a very important and influential

uKS ua?2

Over the past 25 years the Council in the future.

National Parents Council, Post

Primary has provided a uniform Bgr_ry Andrews.TD,
structure for enabling parents to g/l;fm_ster for Children and Youth
airs

become involved in their
children's education in co
operation with Boards of
Management and school
Principals. The Council has rightly
promoted the importance of
effective communication

between the school and home
and it has informed and
influenced national policy and
debate on educational matters.
The Government recognises that
all parents are important

LI NIYySNE Ay GKSANJI
education, including its
governanceand decision making.
That is why the Government
supports parents as a vital
participant in education and why
in 1998 this valuable parental
role was enshrined into
legislation.

(This correspondence was also published
in NPCpp Newsletter 4)

/s /» /2
Jim Moore President NP&p

Fellow Parents/Guardians

I am delighted to welcome you to
this Parents Conference as we
take this opportunity to both
celebrate the initiatwenty five
years otthis national

& g & = ne [\l ard g«
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NPC Netional
PP : : : Parris Council
Newsletter5 | National Parents Council, Post Primary e
2009_/ Al Working towards a better education system for all é‘”
Special 25 Combanrle Nissinta
Edition Erentes
NPCpp: For the past 25 years, the Council ~ organisation and look forward to

the challenges facing us as
parents and paners in our
&d(cKtiBresysteri. 2

We can look forward with some
confidence by acknowledging the
incredible voluntary work that
continues to be undertaken by
parents with the aim of
developing a better education
system for all. On behalf of all
parents and tlke Board of the
Board of the National Parents
Council Post Primary, | expses
gratitude to all of those parents
who have contributed to this
voluntary initiative and assisting
NPCpp grow and develop
throughout these twenty five

years

| acknowledge the continuing
gppport otthe Minister and the
DepdrtiNgntyotiEQuication and
Scienceo our national
organisationand also the role of
Management Bodies and Teacher
Unions and it is vital thahis
partnership model is develoge
further, not only to meet the
challenges but to educate and
develop our children and young
people for the future.

National Parents Council Post
Primaryasks you in your local
school community to be activas
you play an essential role in
providing an efctive voice for
parents.

Be involved.

Ni neart go cule chéle

Jim Moore

President

National Parents Council
Post Primary




Congratulations
brGA2Yy T t
Post Primary

Gemma Hussey
Former Minister for Education

Congratulatios to all the Board
and members of the National

t I NBydaaQ
Since your foundation you have
grown in stature and influence,
due to the hard work of so many
volunteers who put the good of
GKS O2dzy i NE Q&
the organizatio was started, it
was my wish that parents would
play a full part in the education
sector which had so many strong
voices coming from all sides, with
only a fragmented voice from
parents. Now, in 2010, with
massive difficulties facing
schools, your unifiedoice is

more necessary than ever. |
would like to see the Council
becoming a more visible and
more assertive entity, unafraid to
stand up to all or any of the other
interest groups; including
government. Strength and
progress can only be achieved
through fearless seléxamination

and change where it is necessary.

I wish you continued courage,
determination, and growth,
secure in the knowledge that you
are motivated by only one thing
0KS Ff2dz2NRAKAY3
education system for the sake of
future generations.

Gemma Hussey

Ms. Hussey ia former Minister
for Education who inaugurated
blFEGdA2yl f
Primary on the 8 June 1985.
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NPCpp 2009/2010 National

ExecutiveFront l-R: Rose Tully (PRO
andNPAVSCC), Jim Moore (President),
andConnie Carolan (Hon. Sawed
PACCS)

Back ER:-DS NI NR h QI |aNd
FED CBS), Tommy Walshe (Direatat
PACCS), David Hegarty (Vice Besgi
andCSPA) andlan Mulligan (COMPASS
andCompany Secretary)

6 Nagiénal Paieity CovRail @
Post Primary

................

Past Presidents

Jim Moore2008 to [@&te

Humphrey O'Riordan

2007¢ 2008

w Pat Garvan
2006-2007

w Jim Jackman
2005- 2006

w Eleanor Petrie
2003¢ 2005

w Michael O'Regan
2002-2003

w Marie Danaswamey
2001¢ 2002

w Rose Tully
1999¢ 2001

w Sean Mitchell
1996 ¢ 1999

w Charles Treadwell
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1994¢ 1996

w Ruth Brenock
1991¢ 1994

w Elizabeth Quinkan
1987-1991
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Jackie O CallaghatPAVSCC

Wl O1 A'S h Qdnlerhblert 3
(NPAVSC@pda Director of
NPCppSherepresens NPCpp on
tk S
Allianceis principally activen
representing childremndtheir
rights in all aspects of thelives
andis currently at the latter
stages of the Amendment tthe

| KA f RN @iDEhe roakl K
2 K S y getting this document to this

stage has been a lorume, but
with life as it is for alhow, the
legalities of a document such as
this are arduousandcomplex
andare better done right in th
first instance.

The Alliance has the recent
past met with the members of
the Government who are
working on this amendmerdnd
they are confident that they are
Fd aySIEN O2 YL S

TheAllianceinput stemsfrom
guestionnaireanddata
gatheredfrom the affiliated
bodies Issues arising are put to
Government in order teensure
that Ireland is a saftovingand
caring place in which future
generdions of children will grow
up. Hard questions arand have
been asked of issuaghich have
marred the liveof generations
of children in this countryin
supporting the Alliance it is
hoped that collectively all can be
part of the prevention of any
fyture hardship, wrongdoingr
atrocitiesin the life of any child.

IKE
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Rights inclde Barnardos, ISSU,
NAPD Society of St Vincent de
PaulISPCGndmany others.

NCCA Religion Syllabus
Committee

WF O1 A S
recenty come on boardhis
committeeandunfortunately,
was unable to attend the last
scheduled meeting due ta prior
commitment. Jackie looks
forward, however to gettig to
know this area, as she believes
that it is of great significange
relevanceand importance in the
lives of our children.
Jackiereplaced

Mr David Hegarty, Director of
NPcpp on this Commitee

Post Primary Education
Forum

Paul Bedg, CSPA

In early 2007 a proposal was put
to the Directors of te NPCpp by
one of its constitent members
groups (the CSPA), that NPCpp
should establish contact with all

(KS Wail|1S5K2t RENBQ A ¥gushioR |

educationwith a view to
establishing a Forum where
everyone could discuss the
formation of a common
education platform. The
rationale being that all
stakeholders had more in
common in dealing and
identifying with the needs of
Education. For the NPCpp, in the
absence of adequate funding, we
needed to develop links with

h Q/ohlf £ F IKE
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views of parents.

In November the Post Primary
Education was launched and
brought together for the first
time in the history of educatio

in Ireland all the partners at 2nd

el g
9 The National Parents Council
post Primary NPCpp

9 The Joint Managerial Board
JMB

I The Association of Secondary
Teachers in IrelandASTI

9 The Irish Vocational
Education AssociationlVEA

9 The Association of
Canmunity and
Comprehensive Schools
ACCS

9 The National Association of
Principalsand Deputy
Principals NAPD

9 The Teachers Union of
Ireland- TUI

The primaryobijective of the
Forum wago identify a number
of important education issues
which would seek tp

1 Offer an informed and
consensus view on key
issues in posprimary
education.

1 Heighten Government
and public awareness of
key issues and secure
public support for high
priority investment in
post-primary and further

SoSt

9 Establish mutually
agreed werall
approaches to policy on
key issues and, Identify
priority areas for
development and
investment in education

PPEF believed that there were
many areas that would benefit
from an increase in the education
budget, and we identjfied the

WLI NI Y SND 2 NBF Y A & foiibdirdy ¥haly Friocriie o &

priority areas for significantly

improved investment:

1 Improvement in the pupil
teacher ratio so as to reduce
class sizes thereby improving
the educational chances of
our students and widening
the scope to offer students
more subject choice.

1 Implementation in full, of the
Report of the Task Force on
Student Behaviour in Secondy
Level Schools, 2006, to
support schools and parents
in fostering positive student
behaviour.

1 An augmented budget for
Information Communications
Technology (ICT) to be
incdluded in the National
Development Plan. This
budget must include
provision for training of all
teachers in the use of ICT in
the classroom.

1 Animprovement in the
allocation of teaching hours
to schools for Learning
Support (Remedial
Education).

1 Adequate esources to
support students with Speciall
Educational Needs in
mainstream posfprimary
schools before the final
rollout of the EPSEN Act.

1 Strategic investment in the
development of intercultural
education in our schools.

In 2008, we set out to develop a
A0NI GS3e 6KAOK
need for funding at a level of 7%
of GDP (currently 4%), but by
September 2008 the Financial
Crisis hit the country, and the
emphasis of the work of the
C2 NHdzY G dzNY SR
spending on education from
massive cutbeks. To an extent
the work of the partners in the
forum ¢ both individually and
collectivelyg succeeded in that
the level of cutback were less
than in other sectors of society.
Most of 2009 was spend
supporting various campaigns.

a2




For 2010, the Forum is
developing a common vision for
2nd level educatiorg Education
2020 Vision. This document is
being developed in partnership
and is due to be
launched/published in the
autumn of 2010.

PPEF 2008:¢ R: Ferdia Kelly (JMB),

Sean Mc Cann (€ordinator), Declan
Glynn(TUIl)DiarmaidDe Paor (ASTI),

Paul Beddy (NPCpp), Jim Moore (NPCpp)
Clive Byrne (NAPD) abdn Ryan (TUI)
Missing from photograph Ciaran Flynn
(ACCS)rom Lillis (NPCpahd Deirdre
Keogh (IVEA)

NCCA Physic&ducation
Committee

TommyWalshe PACCS

NPCpp have Tommy Walshe
sitting onthe NCCA committee
for Physical Education.
Physical activity plays an
important role in the lives of
young people as a medium for
education, a basis for healthy
living and a vehicle for social
inclusion. i draws on the
National Physical Activity,
Guidelines for Childreand
Young People (2009), thautline
the nature, frequency and
intensity of physical activity to be
engaged in for health benefits
Who is involved with setting up
0KS 3dzA RStiagyaS a
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School leaders, Boards of
Management, Student Councils
and Parent Councils, Sports
Officers attached to the Local

{ LJ2 NI a
National Governing Bodies and
Physical Activity Coordinators.

What are he objectives
Y5S@HSEt2LIAY3I |
@A & RORIrgsSES the process of
implementation, and guides
users in terms of setting down
targets, tasks, timeframes, roles
and responsibilities. This element
of the guide is intended to help
those involvel in planning and
delivering programmes to work
together more effectively.

Ideally, schools should develop
their physical education and €o
curricular physical activity
programmes within the

FNI YSG2N] 27
guided by its vision and aims.
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Can we monitor and evaluate the
progress Some of its elements
may form the basis of an ongoing
review process within the school
and community, carried out in a
systematic way, in order to
improve programme
effectiveness.

Teaching Council
EleanorPetrieis theNPCpp
parent repregntative on the
Teaching Council. Ti@&ouncil
wasestablished on a statutory
basis in March 2006 to promote
teaching as a profession at
primary and posprimary levels,
to promote the professional
development of teachers and to
regulate standards in the
profession.

In broad tems its functions are
oo promote teaching as a
profession

oo promote the continuing
professional development of
teachers

2 NI estaljgh gnd maintain a

register of teachers

{i 2 To estatilish,(pablish, NFReivé k
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and maintain Codes of
Professional Conduct for
Teachers which shall include
standards of teaching knowledge

oY o regulate the teaching
profession and

oo maintain and improve
standards of teaching,

khowliedlge, skl eridS @S 2 dzNJ

competence.

Eleanor is currently Chairperson
of the Evidence of Character
Panel of the Teaching Council.

Eleanor PetricCOMPASS

National Educational

Welfare Board(NEWB)
EleanorPetriealsositson the
Implementation Group of the
National Educational Welfare
Board (NEWB) which was
established in 2002 and has a
statutory function to ensure that
every child either attends a
school or otherwise receives an
education or participates in
training.

One of the key roles of NEWB is
to act as an advocate or support
for achild, parent or guardian if
there is adifficulty with school
attendanceortheOKA f RQa&
educational welfare.

The Board also has responsibilityl
for children who are being
educated outside of recognised
schools, for example, at home, a
well as 1617 yea olds who

leave school to take up
employment.

Amongst the many issues of
implementation of the work of




this new statutory agency,
Ekanorhas been involved in the
drawing up of Guidelines to
assist schools in drawing up
Codes of Behaviour. These
Guideines recognize that Parents
play a significant role in teaching
children and young people about
behaviour. The Guidelines
recommend that parents be
consulted in the development of
school Codes of Behaviour and
that schools support parents to
play a full pat in the life of the
school. By doing this, schools can
support parents to:

* help ensure that students are
given consistent messages about
how to treat other people and

* reinforce messages about
learning and behaviour.

By involving parents in
developing the school Code of
Behaviour parents will gain an
insight into what teachers need
in order to teach effectively and
give parents a sense of pride in
the schools and ownership in its
work.

Blackrock Education Centre
(BEC)

Eleanor Petri@lso repesents
Parents onBEGwhichis one of
21 such fultime Centres
throughout the country
providing support for teachers
and others involved in education
in DUn Laoghaire/Rathdown
County, part of South County
Dublin and North County
Wicklow. This region has
approximately 250 schools, both
Primary and Post Primary with
over 5000 teachers.

The Centre is managed by a
committee elected annually at
the Centre's AGM, on which
EleanorPetriesits asa
representative of the NPCpp
Dayto-day management and
administation of BEGire the
responsibility of the Director and
staff.

Higher Education Authority

Advisory Group
EleanorPetriealsosits on the
Higher Education Authority
Advisory Group works to ensure
greater equality of access to and
participation in higheeducation.
The work over the past few years
has involved the development of
an Action Plan on Equity of
Access to Higher Education, the
plan benefits from the wisdom
and broadranging expertise of
the Advisory Group to the
National Access Office. It has
been developed in partnership
with the Department of
Education and Science and in
close consultation with the
National Qualifications Authority
of Ireland and access
practitioners in higheeducation
institutions. The content
represents the strategic
consersus on Irish higher
education access policy at this
time. The plan provides an
evaluation of progress, identifies
challenges, outlines policy
objectives and sets challenging,
but realistic targets.

The National Educational
Psychological Service
(NEPS)

Rose TullyNPAVSCC

NEPS is a section of the
Department of Educatimand
SciencéDES) that provides
psychological services to
students attending primary
schools, posprimary schools

and related centres supported by
the DES. Its overalim is to assist
in facilitating all students to

develop to their potential. It also
aims to maximise the benefits of
their educational and other
experiences, having particular
regard to those with special
educational needs. NPCpp has
seat on the AdvisgrBoard of
NEPS. Rose Tully represents
NPCpp on this Board. The Boar
normally meets once per term
NEPS isurrentlyawaiting the
appointment of a new Director to
NELX I OS aNX t I R
has retired.

NPCpp Annual Leaving Cer}.

Helpline

Rose Tullgo-ordinates the
organisationof the NPCpp
Leavimg Certificate Helpline
Project which has become a very
informative development for
Parents andstudents annually
NPCpp host thiseaving
Certificate Helpline every August
as the exam results are released}
The helpline is staffed by
members of the Institute of
Guidance Counsellors (IGC). It is
sponsored by the Irish
Independent Eircomand the
DES. Some 3000 queries are
answered for parents and
students annually. A Sub
committee of directors from
NPCpp helpo co-ordinate the
initiative.

Integration of Minorities
into the Irish Education

System
Rose Tully represents NPCpp onl
this committee Meetings are
held from time to time to source
and disseminate information
about minority groups from
other countries reeiving
education here. These meetings

are convened by the DES officialg.

It helps to keep NPCpp informed
as to how the needs of these
groups are being met and the
services provided to them. It als
helps to introduce us to the othe
education partners antb see




how they fit into the system of
education provision for minority
groups.

NCCAGuidane Committee

Marion LyonNPCpp
Representative

The National Council for
Curriculum and Assessment
(NCCA) has developed a draft
curriculum framework for
guidance in postprimary
education, which offers an
outline of a range of learning
experiences for students in the
areas of Personal Guidance,
Educational Guidance, and
Career Development.

The framework reflects the
importance of a balanced
approach to guidancprovision,
both in terms of the coverage of
a broad range of topics and
Scienceand in terms of student
access to guidance across all the
years of posfprimary education.
The draft curriculum framework
for guidance is neither a school
guidance programmaor a
guidance plan; its purpose is to
provide support for schools in
developing student access to
appropriate guidance.

The draft framework was
published as a document for
consultation on the NCCA
website in January 2007. Copies
of the draft framework ad a
consultation questionnaire were
sent to all postprimary schools
and to other interested
organisations and groups. The
consultation questionnaire could
also be completed online.
NCCA carried out a further
consultation with schools
between November @07 and

January 2008, in which it sought
the views of school principals,
guidance counsellors, and
students.

The draft framework, the reports
of the two consultations, and a
short article from the NCCA
magazine|nfo@ncca are
available on the NCCA website
http://www.ncca.ie/en/Curriculu
m_and_Assessment/Post
Primary Education/Guidance/

Current position

The current position is that the
curriculum framework, irts draft
form, is available to download
from the NCCA website. Clearly,
its status is draft and advisory
only, but it can act as a useful
touchstone or reference point for
schools in planning a guidance
programme.

At the present time, there is no
plan to schedule a further
meeting of the committee for
guidance, but the NCCA review of
post-primary senior cycle
continues and there are plans to
open discussions on the broad
shape of junior cycle education.
Itis in those contexts that the
need to continuedeliberations

on the important area of
guidance is most likely to occur.
Nevertheless, it appears clear
that no further developments in
the guidance area will occur prior
to the next meeting of the
committee.

National Council for
Curriculum and Assessmén
(NCCA)

>
Jim MoorePresident NPCpp

Jim Moore represents NPcpp on
the NCCA.

The NCCA was established on g
statutory basis in 2001 following
a period of over twenty years
when it was a non statutory
organisation.

The mission of NCCA is to advis¢
the Minister for Education and
Scienceon curriculum and
assessment for early childhood
education and for primary and
post primary schools. This advicl
is generated through
engagement with schools and
educational settings, with
committees and working groups
and is informed by research,
evaluation and foresight.
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There are 25 members of the
Statutory Council appointed by
the Minister for a three year
term, representing teachers,
school managers, parents,
business, trade unions and other
education interests. Otr
members include representatives
of the DES and the State
Examination Commission. The
brief of the Statutory Council is
outlined in the Education Act
1998. (Ref. www.ncca.ie)

NCC/ASpecial Education
Steering Committee

Jim Moore is the NPCpp
representatve on theNCCA
Special Education Steering
Committee

The NCCA is responsible for
advising the Minister for
Education andciencaegarding
curriculum and syllabuses for
students with disability or other
special educational needs. The
NCCA is addressinget needs of
students with general learning
disabilities and exceptionally ablé
students.

The NCCA is looking at ways thak
the curriculum and assessment
can best meet the needs of
students. It is those students
who, even with the support of
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teachers usinglifferent
approaches to teaching and
learning are unable to access the
mainstream junior cycle
curriculum. These are students
within the range of general
learning disabilities and their
priority learning needs are
focussed on personal, social and
vocatianal Science With this in
mind the NCCA is exploring the
development of a junior cycle
curriculum framework that

would encompass the learning
that is most important, relevant
and beneficial to the students in
guestion.

National Council for Special

Educaton (NCSE

Advisory Group on Children with
Emotional and Behavioural
Disorders

Jim Moore isalso the NPCpp
representative orthis advisory
committee.

This group was established in
2010 by the NCSE to assist its
Strategy and Policy Committee in
the formation of policy for
consideration by the Council
under the EPSEN Act, 2004.

The NCSE has engaged in the
preliminary work in relation to
the education of children with
emotional and behaviour
disorders. It is proposed that this
new Expert Group will buildn

the existing body of work and
draw together additional
information concerning the
current Irish context with respect
to the education of children and
young people with emotional and
behavioural disorders.

The National Parents
Council Post Primary
would like to expressour
appreciationto all parents
who have contributed in
assisting NPCpp gow and
develop throughout the last
twenty five years.

Ca Carlow Drugs Task
Force

: :

JoeKennedyNPAVSCC

Joe Kenadyisa I NBy i Q&
representative on the Co. Carlow
Drugs Task Force.

On the 7" of June2009,a

meeting was held in the
Cathedral Parish Centre in
Carlow.

Presentat thismeeting were
individuals and agencies that had
been contrated with regards to
establishing the

Co Carlow Drugs Task Force. This
meeting was the culmination of
work completedover the

previous periods of April 07 and
08 where 35 agencies and
individuals from theStatutory;
Community and Voluntary
sectors were cotacted.

The obijectives of this meeting

were to inform participants of

the

1 National Drug Strategy 2001
¢ 2008 and its canrdinating
structures.

1 To identify the issues of
Substance Misuse in Carlow.

1 To gain an understanding of
the expectations and desired
outcomes of the county
Carlow Drugs Task Force
from a cross sector
perspective.

The methods used to facilitate
this meeting were power point
presentation and focused group
discussion.

The key issues of substance

misuse in Carlow arising from

group discssions were

1 A need to develop
communication and

information protocols
between agencies and
supports in Carlow to
individuals, families and
communities.

1 A need for a broad range of
rehabilitation strategies to
reintegrate substance
misuses into the commuiyi.

1 A need for education across
all sectors as to the potential
implications and signification
of the increase of substance
misuse in Carlow.

1 Greater targeted work with
individuals, families and
communities effected by
substance misuse

1 Increased communicain
with drug users and
implementation of services
that reflect their needs ex:
Detox.

1 A visible and simplified
support route for individuals,
families and communities

1 Supports and Services that
are culturally and ethically
sensitive

9 To reduce the supplgf drugs
in Carlow

The expectations from the group

discussions of the Co Carlow

Drugs Task Force were as follow:

1 To effectively lobby for the
implementation and
provision of supports and
services

1 To provide accurate
information and data on
current and fuure changes in
substance misuse in Carlow

i To ensure the changes
needed to address substance
misuse in Carlow are
embedded as part of what is
involved agencies do.

1 To become a local action
group with realist, pragmatic
and integrated actions.

1 To devise atmtegy/local
action plan for interagency
work to include both urban
and rural initiatives




1 To have in place mechanisms
of evaluation, monitoring,
accountability and
responsibility for members.

The desired outcomes for the Co
Carlow Drugs Task Force otee
next 12 month period were as
follows:

I T o make all agencies aware
of actual supports and
services available to
individuals, families and
communities.

1 T o provide a low call number
help-line to reduce the
confusion felt by individuals,
families and commnities
accessing services.

I To have produced a Local
Action Plan with initiative
time lines and completion
dates to insure motivation is
maintained.

1 To begin relationship building
with agencies, sharing
resources, expertise and
insight from the diversitpf
experience

As can be seen from the above,
the main issues from the group
discussions focused on treatment
issues and the need for a
strategic and coordinated
approach. The focus on action by
the group members reflects the
growing concern and need for
additional services. The
exhaustion rates of members
attending other committees as
LI NI 2 7F
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expressed by members. It is
important to note however that
the implementation of services
while important isonly part of a
much greater picture. The ability
of the task force to address the
named issues, expectations and
outcomes will require systems of
management, commitment and
accountability across all sectors.
This process will require time and
patience toinsure these actions
can be realised. The formation of
a Local Action Plan should take

0KSANI y2N)¥I € 2
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into account the needs of
individual, family and community
and integrate where possible
with initiatives already iplace.
To insure motivation is
maintained a focus oprioritised
actions to include short term,
intermediate and long term
actions should be devised.

NCCA Junior Cert Review
CarmelPurcell (FECBShas
beenthe NPCppepresentative

at NCCA (National Council for
Curriculum and Assessment)
Junior Cycle Réew Committee

in the current school year.
'NCCA has been reviewing the
junior cycle in response to issues
raised about the degree to which
the aims and principles originally
set out for the Junior Certificate
programme had been realised in
its implementaton.

The issues identified included the
extent to which students
encountered an appropriate and
relevant curriculum, the impact
on the curriculum of the
assessment approaches used, the
actual level of curriculum overlap
and overload, and the
manageabilityof the programme
at school level in terms of time
allocation and subject choices.'
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Parents Association of
Community and Comprehensive
Schools (PACCS)

In Ireland comprehensive schools

were an earlier model of State
schools introduced inhe late
1960s and largely replaced by the
secular community model of the
1970s. The comprehensive model
generally incorporated older
schools which were under Roman
Catholic or Protestant ownership,
and the various denominations

continue to manage the schbasJ
= IS
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Comprehensive School opened
its doors for the first time in
1966. The first Community
schools opened their doors in
1972 in Tallaght and Coolmine.

The rationale behind the

Community school system was:

w To bring togethein a single
institution the academic
style education of the

traditional Secondary school

and the practically
orientated programme of
the Vocational school. In
this way pupils would be
able to sample both the
practical and academic in a
broad general cuiculum, so
that each would be offered
an educational structure
suitable to his/her needs
abilities and interests.

w To bring second level
education into the fast
developing urban housing
estates and to the remote
rural areas where previously
it was unavailble.

w To amalgamate existing
small secondary and
Vocational schools so as to
ensure equality of
educational opportunities
for both boys and girls
regardless of background or
social status.

w To be leaders in the area of

curriculum development andj

change.

w To make provision for the
provision of Adult and
Community education
facilities in their areas.

Our National Executive comprise
delegates from each of the sever
regions:

Dublin Regioi reps,
Southern RegioB3 reps
Midwest Regior8 reps
South East Réan 2 reps,
Western Regior2 reps
Northwest Regior2 reps
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Northeast Regio reps

PACCS8o-opts extra experience

to support us in our role at
delivering a parents voice in the
education system.

PACCS organisesgional
meetings, information and
training for parents around the
country, and provide members
from the executive for individual
talks in any community or
comprehensive school. It also has
an excellentvebsite to help

LI NByiQa I 00Saa
easilywww.paccs.ie

During theyearPACC8eets
with its partners in education to
discuss motions passed at our
conference and look for their
support during the yeain
particular PACQ8eets with
ACCSState Examination
CommissionASTI, TUI, NAPD,
DESMr RuairiQuinnTD Mr Paul
GogartyTD, andMr Brian Hayes
TD.

PACCS hd@smembers sitting on
the National Parents Council post
primary who work on sub
committees to deliver the best
education system we can for all
students in second level
education.

| wish totake this opportunity to
wish all students sitting their
Leaving Certificate Examination
the very besof luck, and irtheir
future carees.

PACCS Executive Members at
their Annual Conference in the
Tipperary Institute March 2010:
L-R Front: Connieatblan (Gen.
Sec.), Grace Mooney, Carole
Trodden,TommyWalshe

(President)Marion Gilligan,
Teresa Byrne and Margaret
Molloy. Back ER:Catherine
Riordan, Ann Leamy, Leona
McCormack, Teresa McSweeney,
Catherine Sides and Margaret
Moore

y T Rauovial Asdosiafion &S NB
COMPASS

Cooperation of Minority Religionsand
ProtestantParent Associations (Post
Primary

The National Association of
Compass is a Constituent Body of
National Parents Council (post
primary) representing all Parents
who choose to educatéhkir sons
and daughters in schools or
colleges which promote a
Protestant or a Minority Ethos.
There are 27 such affiliated
schools in the Republic. Most
schools will have elected Parent
Representatives on their Boards
of Management. The majority of
Compas Schools have links with
The Church of Ireland and there
are also five Protestant
established Comprehensive
schools, three of which are under
the patronage of the Archbishop
of Dublin, one under the Bishop
of Cork and one under the
Donegal Board of Edugan.

The other minority religion
schools are St Andrews College in
Dublin which is associated with
the Presbyterian Church; Wesley
College in Dublin under the
auspices of the Methodist Church
Annual Conference; The Society
of Friends manages Newtown
Schod in Waterford and has links
with DroghedaGrammarSchool;
and the Jewish Community runs
Stratford College in Rathgar,
Dublin.

All schools affiliated to Compass

maintain a particular ethos, and
characteristic Spirit which is
nurtured from their respective
religious and cultural traditions.
They welcome pupils and
teachers from all religious
backgrounds and none, who
respect these attributes.

Roy Gallie
President COMPASS

Federation of Parents Councils ir
Christian Brothers and other
Catholic Secondy Schools

The Federation of Parents
Councils in Christian Brothers anl
other Secondary Schools is the
coordinating body for their

LI NByidaQ O2dzy OMf
schools in the Republic of Irelang
Membership is open to Parents
Councils in Christian Brii K S N# Q
secondary schools and Parents
Councils in other Catholic Schoo
who subscribe to the aims of the
Federation.

The Federation provides
information and support services
to its affiliated Parents Councils
and in turn, seeks to give nationd
expressiorto the views of the
parents represented by those
local councils.

Federation policy is determined
at its general meeting, at which
all affiliated Parents Councils are
entitled to be represented.
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The aims of the Federation are:



http://www.paccs.ie/

i To promote the continued
avadlability of Catholic
education now provided in
schools administered by the
Edmund Rice Schools Trust
(E.R.S.T.) and other bodies.

i To promote the preservation
of Christian values in our
society.

9 To promote the formation
and development of Parents
Councilgn all affiliated
schools.

1 While respecting the
autonomy of individual
councils, to provide
guidelines and
recommendations for their
effective operation, to keep
them informed of trends in
education, and provide when
necessary, a means of
coordinating thei activities
on a National level.

9 To promote liaison with
other organisations
concerned with education.

9 To foster an increasingly
effective spirit of ce
operation in all affiliated
schools between
management, teachers,
parents and students.

To assist pards to know and

obtain their rights, and fulfil their

duties with regard to the
education of their children, in
that they are free to choose,
according to their consciences,
the type of school they want for
their children, that they have an
effective voicdan educational
development, and to promote an
appreciation of the value of
education among all sections of
the community.

To obtain direct representation

on such committees,

organisations, and public bodies
as the Federation may consider
fit.

Parents arericreasingly being

consulted in various aspects of

educational matters and it is
important that the views and
opinions of Parents Councils at
local level are included.

The Federation promotes the
views and concerns of Parents
Councils at national level thugh
consultation with other
Education partners, and through
its involvement with the National
Parents Council Post Primary.

Délegates enjoying a break and a
cuppa at tlre FED CBS Conference
in Dublinm March 2010.

£
CSPA

NATIONAL CONGRESS OF

CATHOLISECONDARY SCHOOL
PARENTS ASSOCIATION. (ESPA

In 1974, due to the effects of
inflation, the Capitation grants
paid to Voluntary Secondary
Schools was totally inadequate.
The grant was used to pay a part
of Teachers salaries as well as for
maintenance in theschools.
Schools were struggling to cope
with huge numbers who wished
to avail of secondary education.
Many of the schools faced
closure because religious
congregations were unable to
cope. Representations from all
those involved in education were
made tothe Department of
Education and Finance to
increase the grants but these
were unsuccessful. This was the
beginning of the CSPA.

In thespringof 1975 the position
was outlined to parents at
meetings in Dublin, Cork and
Waterford and arising from these
meetings a regional federation of
parents were set up. As a result
of many public meetings the

Minister for Education
announced an increase in
capitation.

Parents realised that to succeed
they needed to form a National
forum where parental opinion on
educaion policy could be
expressed. After some
preliminary meetings in Dublin it
was decided to set up a steering
committee. School principals ang
representatives of parent
associations from Dublin, Cork,
Waterford, Limerick and
Roscommon met in Thurles in
March 1976. They were
mandated to organise
associations in every county and
to draft a Constitution ad set up
a National Executive,

The steering committee called ar
Ayl dza3dzNI £ YSSGA
College, Drumcondra in April
1977. Representatives from
fifteen regions formally accepted
the proposed draft constitution
and elected their first National
Executive.

The new body was called The
Congress of Catholic Secondary

School Parent Association (CSPA)

David Hegartyresident CSPA

National Parents Association
for Vocational Schools and
Community Colleges
(NPAVSCC)

In 1985in response to a
perceived need to give parents
(both at localand national level)
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an opportunity tovoice their
opinions on the education of
their children in Vocational
Schoolsand Community Colleges
an umbrella body called National
Parents Association for
Vocationa Schooland
Community College®NPAVSCC)
was set up..

The meeting which brought
abou the setting up of the
organisation, was called by
Gamma Hussey TD the then
Minister for Educatiorandthe
first Congress was held in
Portlaois in March 1986. There
are parallels with the1980and
the economy todayandthen as
now the budget is tighand as

we know there has to be cuts in
all sectors, but we would hope
that commonsense would prevail
andthat the government today
would have the foresighand
prudence to see that investment
in education is paramount to the
future of this country.

The pastwenty five years has
seen great refornmand
advancement in our Education
systemandthe three main
factors of influence have been
The Education Act of 1998, The
Education Welfare Act of 2000,
andthe Vocational Education
(amendment) Act 0f2001.Each of
these three documents have
individuallyand collectively
reformedandadvanced our
education system for the better.
From modest beginnings , we are
now established as a force to be
reckoned withandas a partner

to be consulted wittand kept
informed of a vide range of
issues both from The DE&nd
the Teaching Unions as well as
the Management Bodies
.Coupled with that, we at
NPAVSCC are part of the
umbrella group that constitutes
National Parents Council Post
Primary of which there are four
other bodies This unit as you will
see here at this Symposium is too
working well for the betterment

of the education of all our
children.

Whilethe above are hugely
important in the parent
movementandthe future of the
education of our children, it is
imperative tha at both NPAVSCC
andat NPCpp we always aim to
keep our parents at local level
our top priority.

NPCpp Irservice Training

Programme

NPCpp is currently providing
training for Parents/Guardians
and Members of Parents
Associations in post primary
schools ationwide. Parents/
Guardians have the opportunity
to become familiar with their
responsibilities and obligations.
Parents/Guardians from all post
primary sector schools
(Community and Comprehensive
Schools, Secondary Schools,
Vocational Schools and
Commurity Colleges) are invited
and welcome to participate in
this ongoing training initiative.
Any Parent/Guardian who wishes
to avail of this training
opportunity then pleasecontact
Sandra Boylan at
telephone:(01) 8302740 /
8302747 or-mail:
npcpp@eircom.ne

Training isurrentlyscheduled
for the following dates and
venues

Wed: 05/05/10 Carrick on
Shannon Community
School (7.00pm)

Sat:  08/05/10 Community
School Ballieboro, Co
Cavan(9.45am)

Sat: 15/05/10 Vocational
SchoolCarlow(9.45am)

Sat  22/05/10 Bishopstown
CommunitySchoo] Cork
City(9.45am)

Sat:  05/06/10 St Calasanctius
College, Oranmore, Co
Galway(9.45am)

Sat:  12/06/10 Beauford High
SchooRathfarnham

Dublin 14(9.45am)

National Parents Council
PostPrimary
25th Anniversary
Conference

Venue:Dept. Of Education and
Sciencethe Clock Tower,
Marlborough St., Dublith
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Friday afternoon 30th April

1.00 Registration and Buffet
Lunch

2.00 Arrival of Barry Andrews
TD, Ministerfor Children
& Youth Affairs.

2.15 Welcome and Opening
of Conference by Jim
Moore, President NPCpp

2.30 Barry Andrews TD
Address

2.45 Presentation of the ESRI
research orParental
Involvement in Post
PrimaryEducatiorby
Dr.Delma Brne and
Dr.Emer Smyth

3.45 Questions and Answers
from participans,
chairedby David Hegarty
VicePresidentNPCpp

4.30 Close of session.

Saturday Morninglst May

9.00 Registration Teaand
Coffee

10.00 Welcome and Opening off
session by Davidegarty
Vice President NPCpp

10.05 NCCA Presentation
by Dr. Anne LooneyCEO
on dinnovationand
Identity: Towards a New
Junior Cycle
Workshop- exploring
some of the key ideas
and themes from the
paperby Janet Wallace
andJudith Ni Mhurchu
Followedby Questions
and Answerschaired




by TommyWalshe
Director NPCpp.

11.15 Tea and Coffee break

11.30 Celebration of 25 years
of National Parents
CouncilPost Primary
chaired byGerard O Hara
TreasurerNPCpp
YSey2idS ! RRNB admlegatdsledolying2lNJ O dzLILI Q |Tgresa Mc Sweeney (PACCS
Opportwy A U e € 0¢e b therEbEBS Conference in Dublin Executive), S&NJ h Qw SR { f
President Jim Moore March2010 Antoinette Bradyat the PACCS
Address byBrigid Conference 2010
McManusSecretary
Generalof the
Department of Education
and Science
Acknowledgements of
NPCpp past Presidents
presentation byMs.
Brigid McManus
Secretary Generaif the
Department of Edcation Tommy Walshe (Presideniloya

and Science kFranlk (I;/Ic_ DalﬁPreS|d§t;1t _ Breen Director Of Business
acknowledging the contribution T e

of Past Presider¥ls. RoseTully Mooney (Vice President), and

SaturdayAfternoon, 1* of May

2.00 Opening of session by to NPAVSCC Barney Callaghan (CEO Gaiste)j
Joe Kennedy Director of NFAYSE CRizrenes 20000 the PACCS Conference 2010
NPCpp
Role of the Inspectorate
including the Role of the
Whole School Evaluation
(WSE)

Followed byQuestions

and Answerdgrom

participants, Chaired by

Director Joe Kemedy _

3-3.30Close of Conference by Frank Mc DaigPresident) [-R Tommy Véishe (President
Mr. Jim Moore. President . L PACCOSGeraldine Perkis (FED
' acknowledging theontribution :
NPCpp of Past Presideri¥ir Michael CBsS) and Alan Mulligan
A b (COMPASS) the PACCS
h QwS INPAVSLE Conference

Memories2010 (NPAVSCC Conference 2010
National Parents Council
PostPrimary
Unit 5 Glasnevin Business
Centre, Ballyboggan Road,
Dublin 11
Tel: (01) 802740/ 8302747
Exam Helpline1800 265 165
Fax: (01) 8302752

Grace Mooney, Catherine Sides Locall: 1890 672770
and Leona McCormack member e-mail: npcpp@eircom.net

NPAVSCC Conference Athlone of PACCS National Executive at Website www.npcpp.ie

al NOK wHnmnyY WI O] A StheWPRACASICONnfe@iice Makch Charitable Status No:

McDaid (President NPAVSCC) Open: Monday+Friday,

10.00 a.m- 4.30 p.m.




