
 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
NPCpp: 

25years of Service 
 

 
Barry Andrews TD 

 
I am deeply conscious that 
parents want what is best for 
their children and that they have 
a very important and influential 
ǊƻƭŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴΦ  
 
Over the past 25 years the 
National Parents Council, Post 
Primary has provided a uniform 
structure for enabling parents to 
become involved in their 
children's education in co-
operation with Boards of 
Management and school 
Principals. The Council has rightly 
promoted the importance of 
effective communication 
between the school and home 
and it has informed and 
influenced national policy and 
debate on educational matters. 
The Government recognises that 
all parents are important 
ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ 
education, including its 
governance and decision making. 
That is why the Government 
supports parents as a vital 
participant in education and why 
in 1998 this valuable parental  
role was enshrined into 
legislation.  

 
For the past 25 years, the Council 
has been empowering parents on 
how best to co-operate with 
ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ǘƻ 
promote the interests of both 
their child and all students. 
Empowering Parents is therefore 
both a fitting and timely theme 
for this important anniversary 
conference. I complement the 
NPC for commissioning the ESRI 
research on Parental 
Involvement in Post-Primary 
Education. This research should 
inform the continued 
development of structures to 
promote and maximise the role 
of parents in education, locally 
and nationally. 
I wish the conference well, I look 
forward to studying its outcome 
and I look forward to working 
ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ tŀǊŜƴǘΩǎ 
Council in the future. 
 
Barry Andrews TD, 
Minister for Children and Youth 
Affairs  
(This correspondence was also published 
in NPCpp Newsletter 4) 
 
 

 
Jim Moore President NPCpp 

 
Fellow Parents/Guardians 
I am delighted to welcome you to 
this Parents Conference as we 
take this opportunity to both 
celebrate the initial twenty five 
years of this national  

 
organisation and look forward to 
the challenges facing us as 
parents and partners in our 
education system.  
We can look forward with some 
confidence by acknowledging the 
incredible voluntary work that 
continues to be undertaken by 
parents with the aim of 
developing a better education 
system for all. On behalf of all 
parents and the Board of the 
Board of the National Parents 
Council Post Primary, I express 
gratitude to all of those parents 
who have contributed to this 
voluntary initiative and assisting 
NPCpp grow and develop 
throughout these twenty five 
years. 
I acknowledge the continuing 
support of the Minister and the 
Department of Education and 
Science to our national 
organisation and also the role of 
Management Bodies and Teacher 
Unions and it is vital that this 
partnership model is developed 
further, not only to meet the 
challenges but to educate and 
develop our children and young 
people for the future. 
National Parents Council Post 
Primary asks you in your local 
school community to be active as 
you play an essential role in 
providing an effective voice for 
parents.  
Be involved. 
 
Ní neart go cur le chéile 
 
Jim Moore 
President  
National Parents Council  
Post Primary  
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Congratulations 
bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ tŀǊŜƴǘǎΩ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ 

Post Primary. 
 

 
Gemma Hussey  

Former Minister for Education 

 
Congratulations to all the Board 
and members of the National 
tŀǊŜƴǘǎΩ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ όǇƻǎǘ ǇǊƛƳŀǊȅύΦ 
Since your foundation you have 
grown in stature and influence, 
due to the hard work of so many 
volunteers who put the good of 
ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΩǎ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ŦƛǊǎǘΦ ²ƘŜƴ 
the organization was started, it 
was my wish that parents would 
play a full part in the education 
sector which had so many strong 
voices coming from all sides, with 
only a fragmented voice from 
parents. Now, in 2010, with 
massive difficulties facing 
schools, your unified voice is 
more necessary than ever. I 
would like to see the Council 
becoming a more visible and 
more assertive entity, unafraid to 
stand up to all or any of the other 
interest groups ς including 
government. Strength and 
progress can only be achieved 
through fearless self-examination 
and change where it is necessary. 
I wish you continued courage, 
determination, and growth, 
secure in the knowledge that you 
are motivated by only one thing ς 
ǘƘŜ ŦƭƻǳǊƛǎƘƛƴƎ ƻŦ LǊŜƭŀƴŘΩǎ 
education system for the sake of 
future generations.  
 
Gemma Hussey 
Ms. Hussey is a former Minister 
for Education who inaugurated 
bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ tŀǊŜƴǘΩǎ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ tƻǎǘ 
Primary on the 8th June 1985. 

 

 
NPCpp 2009/2010 National 
Executive: Front L-R: Rose Tully (PRO 

and NPAVSCC), Jim Moore (President), 
and Connie Carolan (Hon. Sec and 
PACCS) 
Back L-R: DŜǊŀǊŘ hΩIŀǊŀ ό¢ǊŜŀǎǳǊŜǊ and 
FED CBS), Tommy Walshe (Director and 
PACCS), David Hegarty (Vice President 
and CSPA) and Alan Mulligan (COMPASS 
and Company Secretary).  

 

National Parents Council  
Post Primary 

 

 
Past Presidents 

 
ω Jim Moore 2008  to Date 
ω Humphrey O'Riordan 

2007 ς 2008  
ω Pat Garvan   

2006 -2007  
ω Jim Jackman  

2005 - 2006 
ω Eleanor Petrie  

2003 ς 2005 
ω Michael  O'Regan  

 2002 - 2003 
ω Marie Danaswamey   

2001 ς 2002 
ω Rose Tully  

1999 ς 2001 
ω Sean Mitchell   

1996 ς 1999  
ω Charles Treadwell  

1995 ς 1996  
ω Nuala Henry  

1994 ς 1996  
ω Ruth Brenock  

1991 ς 1994 
ω Elizabeth Quinnlan 

1987 - 1991 
ω CŜǊƎǳǎ hΩDƻǊƳŀƴ 
       1985 - 1987 

/ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ wƛƎƘǘǎ !ƭƭƛŀƴŎŜ 
 

 
Jackie O Callaghan NPAVSCC 

 
WŀŎƪƛŜ hΩ/ŀƭƭŀƎƘŀƴ ƛǎ a member 
of the Vocational Sector Parents 
(NPAVSCC) and a Director of 
NPCpp. She represents NPCpp on 
tƘŜ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ wƛƎƘǘ Alliance. This 
Alliance is principally active in 
representing children and their 
rights in all aspects of their lives 
and is currently at the latter 
stages of the Amendment to the 
/ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ wƛƎƘǘǎ Bill. The road to 
getting this document to this 
stage has been a long one, but 
with life as it is for all now, the 
legalities of a document such as 
this are arduous and complex 
and are better done right in the 
first instance. 
 
The Alliance has in the recent 
past met with the members of 
the Government who are 
working on this amendment and 
they are confident that they are 
ŀǘ άƴŜŀǊ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘƛƻƴέ 
 
The Alliance input stems from 
questionnaires and data 
gathered from the affiliated 
bodies. Issues arising are put to 
Government in order to ensure 
that Ireland is a safe loving and 
caring place in which future 
generations of children will grow 
up.  Hard questions are and have 
been asked of issues which have 
marred the lives of generations 
of children in this country. In 
supporting the Alliance it is 
hoped that collectively all can be 
part of the prevention of any 
future hardship, wrongdoing or 
atrocities in the life of any child.  
 



.ƻŘƛŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ 
Rights include Barnardos, ISSU, 
NAPD, Society of St Vincent de 
Paul, ISPCC  and many others. 
 

NCCA Religion Syllabus 
Committee 
 
WŀŎƪƛŜ hΩ/ŀƭƭŀƎƘŀƴ Ƙŀǎ only 
recently come on board this 
committee and unfortunately, 
was unable to attend the last 
scheduled meeting due to a prior 
commitment.  Jackie looks 
forward, however to getting to 
know this area, as she believes 
that it is of great significance, 
relevance and importance in the 
lives of our children.   
Jackie replaced 
Mr David Hegarty, Director of 
NPcpp on this Committee. 

 
Post Primary Education 
Forum 
 

 
Paul Beddy, CSPA 

 
In early 2007 a proposal was put 
to the Directors of the NPCpp by 
one of its constituent members 
groups (the CSPA), that NPCpp 
should establish contact with all 
ǘƘŜ ΨǎǘŀƪŜƘƻƭŘŜǊǎΩ ƛƴ нƴŘ ƭŜǾŜƭ 
education with a view to 
establishing a Forum where 
everyone could discuss the 
formation of a common 
education platform.  The 
rationale being that all 
stakeholders had more in 
common in dealing and 
identifying with the needs of 
Education. For the NPCpp, in the 
absence of adequate funding, we 
needed to develop links with 
ΨǇŀǊǘƴŜǊΩ ƻǊƎŀƴƛǎŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǿƘŜǊŜōȅ 

we could better represent the 
views of parents. 
 
In November the Post Primary 
Education was launched and 
brought together for the first 
time in the history of education 
in Ireland all the partners at 2nd 
level. 
 

¶ The National Parents Council 
post Primary - NPCpp 

¶ The Joint Managerial Board - 
JMB 

¶ The Association of Secondary 
Teachers in Ireland - ASTI 

¶ The Irish Vocational 
Education Association - IVEA  

¶ The Association of 
Community and 
Comprehensive Schools - 
ACCS 

¶ The National Association of 
Principals and Deputy 
Principals - NAPD 

¶ The Teachers Union of 
Ireland - TUI  

 
The primary objective of the 
Forum was to identify a number 
of important education issues 
which would seek to; 

¶ Offer an informed and 
consensus view on key 
issues in post-primary 
education. 

¶ Heighten Government 
and public awareness of 
key issues and secure 
public support for high 
priority investment in 
post-primary and further 
education. 

¶ Establish mutually-
agreed overall 
approaches to policy on 
key issues and, Identify 
priority areas for 
development and 
investment in education 

 
PPEF believed that there were 
many areas that would benefit 
from an increase in the education 
budget, and we identified the 
following equally important 

priority areas for significantly 
improved investment:  

¶ Improvement in the pupil 
teacher ratio so as to reduce 
class sizes thereby improving 
the educational chances of 
our students and widening 
the scope to offer students 
more subject choice.  

¶ Implementation in full, of the 
Report of the Task Force on 
Student Behaviour in Second 
Level Schools, 2006, to 
support schools and parents 
in fostering positive student 
behaviour. 

¶ An augmented budget for 
Information Communications 
Technology (ICT) to be 
included in the National 
Development Plan.  This 
budget must include 
provision for training of all 
teachers in the use of ICT in 
the classroom. 

¶ An improvement in the 
allocation of teaching hours 
to schools for Learning 
Support (Remedial 
Education). 

¶ Adequate resources to 
support students with Special 
Educational Needs in 
mainstream post-primary 
schools before the final 
rollout of the EPSEN Act. 

¶ Strategic investment in the 
development of inter-cultural 
education in our schools.  

 
In 2008, we set out to develop a 
ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎȅ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ΨŘǊƛǾŜΩ ǘƘŜ 
need for funding at a level of 7% 
of GDP (currently 4%), but by 
September 2008 the Financial 
Crisis hit the country, and the 
emphasis of the work of the 
CƻǊǳƳ ǘǳǊƴŜŘ ǘƻ ΨǇǊƻǘŜŎǘƛƴƎΩ 
spending on education from 
massive cutbacks.   To an extent 
the work of the partners in the 
forum ς both individually and 
collectively ς succeeded in that 
the level of cutback were less 
than in other sectors of society.  
Most of 2009 was spend 
supporting various campaigns. 



For 2010, the Forum is 
developing a common vision for 
2nd level education ς Education 
2020 Vision.   This document is 
being developed in partnership 
and is due to be 
launched/published in the 
autumn of 2010. 
 

 
 
PPEF 2008: L ς R: Ferdia Kelly (JMB),  
Sean Mc Cann (Co- ordinator), Declan 
Glynn(TUI), Diarmaid De Paor (ASTI), 
Paul Beddy (NPCpp), Jim Moore (NPCpp), 
Clive Byrne (NAPD) and Don Ryan (TUI) 
Missing from photograph Ciaran Flynn 
(ACCS), Tom Lillis (NPCpp) and Deirdre 
Keogh (IVEA) 

 

NCCA Physical Education 
Committee 
 

 
Tommy Walshe, PACCS 

 
NPCpp have Tommy Walshe 
sitting on the NCCA committee 
for Physical Education. 
Physical activity plays an 
important role in the lives of 
young people as a medium for 
education, a basis for healthy 
living and a vehicle for social 
inclusion. It draws on the 
National Physical Activity, 
Guidelines for Children and 
Young People (2009), that outline 
the nature, frequency and 
intensity of physical activity to be 
engaged in for health benefits. 
Who is involved with setting up 
ǘƘŜ ƎǳƛŘŜƭƛƴŜǎ ƻǊ άŀƎǊŜŜing a 

Ǿƛǎƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ŀƭƭ ǘƻ ǿƻǊƪ ǘƻǿŀǊŘǎέΚ 
School leaders, Boards of 
Management, Student Councils 
and Parent Councils, Sports 
Officers attached to the Local 
{ǇƻǊǘǎ tŀǊǘƴŜǊǎƘƛǇǎΣ {ǇƻǊǘΩǎ 
National Governing Bodies and 
Physical Activity Coordinators.  
 
What are the objectives: 
Ψ5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƛƴƎ ŀ Ǉƭŀƴ ǘƻ ŀŎƘƛŜǾŜ ƻǳǊ 
ǾƛǎƛƻƴΩΣ addresses the process of 
implementation, and guides 
users in terms of setting down 
targets, tasks, timeframes, roles 
and responsibilities. This element 
of the guide is intended to help 
those involved in planning and 
delivering programmes to work 
together more effectively. 
Ideally, schools should develop 
their physical education and co-
curricular physical activity 
programmes within the 
ŦǊŀƳŜǿƻǊƪ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ Ǉƭŀƴ ŀǎ 
guided by its vision and aims. 
 
Can we monitor and evaluate the 
progress: Some of its elements 
may form the basis of an ongoing 
review process within the school 
and community, carried out in a 
systematic way, in order to 
improve programme 
effectiveness. 
 

Teaching Council 
Eleanor Petrie is the NPCpp 
parent representative on the 
Teaching Council. The Council 
was established on a statutory 
basis in March 2006 to promote 
teaching as a profession at 
primary and post-primary levels, 
to promote the professional 
development of teachers and to 
regulate standards in the 
profession. 
 
In broad terms its functions are:  
ωTo promote teaching as a 
profession  
ωTo promote the continuing 
professional development of 
teachers  
ωTo establish and maintain a 
register of teachers  

ωTo establish, publish, review  
and maintain Codes of 
Professional Conduct for 
Teachers which shall include 
standards of teaching knowledge, 
skill and competence  
ωTo regulate the teaching 
profession and  
ωTo maintain and improve 
standards of teaching, 
knowledge, skill and 
competence.  
Eleanor is currently Chairperson 
of the Evidence of Character 
Panel of the Teaching Council.  
 

 
 

Eleanor Petrie, COMPASS 
 

National Educational 
Welfare Board (NEWB) 
Eleanor Petrie also sits on the 
Implementation Group of the 
National Educational Welfare 
Board (NEWB) which was 
established in 2002 and has a 
statutory function to ensure that 
every child either attends a 
school or otherwise receives an 
education or participates in 
training.  
One of the key roles of NEWB is 
to act as an advocate or support 
for a child, parent or guardian if 
there is a difficulty with school  
attendance or the ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ 
educational welfare.  
The Board also has responsibility 
for children who are being 
educated outside of recognised 
schools, for example, at home, as 
well as 16ς17 year olds who 
leave school to take up 
employment.  
 
Amongst the many issues of 
implementation of the work of 



this new statutory agency, 
Eleanor has been involved in the 
drawing up of  Guidelines to 
assist schools in drawing up 
Codes of Behaviour. These 
Guidelines recognize that Parents 
play a significant role in teaching 
children and young people about 
behaviour. The Guidelines 
recommend that parents be 
consulted in the development of 
school Codes of Behaviour and 
that schools support parents to 
play a full part in the life of the 
school. By doing this, schools can 
support parents to: 
    * help ensure that students are 
given consistent messages about 
how to treat other people and 
    * reinforce messages about 
learning and behaviour. 
 
By involving parents in 
developing the school Code of 
Behaviour parents will gain an 
insight into what teachers need 
in order to teach effectively and 
give parents a sense of pride in 
the schools and ownership in its 
work. 
 

Blackrock Education Centre 
(BEC) 
Eleanor Petrie also represents 
Parents on BEC which is one of 
21 such full-time Centres 
throughout the country - 
providing support for teachers 
and others involved in education 
in Dún Laoghaire/Rathdown 
County, part of South County 
Dublin and North County 
Wicklow. This region has 
approximately 250 schools, both 
Primary and Post Primary with 
over 5000 teachers.  
The Centre is managed by a 
committee elected annually at 
the Centre's AGM, on which 
Eleanor Petrie sits as a 
representative of the NPCpp. 
Day-to-day management and 
administration of BEC are the 
responsibility of the Director and 
staff.  
 

Higher Education Authority 
Advisory Group 
Eleanor Petrie also sits on the 
Higher Education Authority 
Advisory Group works to ensure 
greater equality of access to and 
participation in higher education.  
The work over the past few years 
has involved the development of 
an Action Plan on Equity of 
Access to Higher Education, the 
plan benefits from the wisdom 
and broad-ranging expertise of 
the Advisory Group to the 
National Access Office. It has 
been developed in partnership 
with the Department of 
Education and Science and in 
close consultation with the 
National Qualifications Authority 
of Ireland and access 
practitioners in higher-education 
institutions. The content 
represents the strategic 
consensus on Irish higher-
education access policy at this 
time. The plan provides an 
evaluation of progress, identifies 
challenges, outlines policy 
objectives and sets challenging, 
but realistic targets.  
 

The National Educational 
Psychological Service 
(NEPS) 
 

          
       Rose Tully, NPAVSCC 

 
NEPS is a section of the 
Department of Education and 
Science (DES) that provides 
psychological services to 
students attending primary 
schools, post-primary schools 
and related centres supported by 
the DES. Its overall aim is to assist 
in facilitating all students to 

develop to their potential. It also 
aims to maximise the benefits of 
their educational and other 
experiences, having particular 
regard to those with special 
educational needs. NPCpp has a 
seat on the Advisory Board of 
NEPS. Rose Tully represents 
NPCpp on this Board. The Board 
normally meets once per term. 
NEPS is currently awaiting the 
appointment of a new Director to 
ǊŜǇƭŀŎŜ aǊΦ tŀŘŘȅ hΩ5ǿȅŜǊ ǿƘƻ 
has retired. 
 

NPCpp Annual Leaving Cert. 
Helpline 
 
Rose Tully co-ordinates the 
organisation of the NPCpp 
Leaving Certificate Helpline 
Project which has become a very 
informative development for 
Parents and Students annually.  
NPCpp host this Leaving 
Certificate Helpline every August 
as the exam results are released. 
The helpline is staffed by 
members of the Institute of 
Guidance Counsellors (IGC). It is 
sponsored by the Irish 
Independent, Eircom and the 
DES. Some 3000 queries are 
answered for parents and 
students annually. A Sub-
committee of directors from 
NPCpp help to co-ordinate the 
initiative. 
 

Integration of Minorities 
into the Irish Education 
System 
Rose Tully represents NPCpp on 
this committee. Meetings are 
held from time to time to source 
and disseminate information 
about minority groups from 
other countries receiving 
education here. These meetings 
are convened by the DES officials. 
It helps to keep NPCpp informed 
as to how the needs of these 
groups are being met and the 
services provided to them. It also 
helps to introduce us to the other 
education partners and to see 



how they fit into the system of 
education provision for minority 
groups. 
 

NCCA Guidance Committee   
 

 
Marion Lyon, NPCpp 

Representative 
 

The National Council for 
Curriculum and Assessment 
(NCCA) has developed a draft 
curriculum framework for 
guidance in post-primary 
education, which offers an 
outline of a range of learning 
experiences for students in the 
areas of Personal Guidance, 
Educational Guidance, and 
Career Development. 
The framework reflects the 
importance of a balanced 
approach to guidance provision, 
both in terms of the coverage of 
a broad range of topics and 
Science, and in terms of student 
access to guidance across all the 
years of post-primary education.  
The draft curriculum framework 
for guidance is neither a school 
guidance programme nor a 
guidance plan; its purpose is to 
provide support for schools in 
developing student access to 
appropriate guidance. 
The draft framework was 
published as a document for 
consultation on the NCCA 
website in January 2007.  Copies 
of the draft framework and a 
consultation questionnaire were 
sent to all post-primary schools 
and to other interested 
organisations and groups.  The 
consultation questionnaire could 
also be completed online.  
NCCA carried out a further 
consultation with schools 
between November 2007 and 

January 2008, in which it sought 
the views of school principals, 
guidance counsellors, and 
students. 
The draft framework, the reports 
of the two consultations, and a 
short article from the NCCA 
magazine, Info@ncca, are 
available on the NCCA website at: 
http://www.ncca.ie/en/Curriculu
m_and_Assessment/Post-
Primary_Education/Guidance/ 
 
Current position 
The current position is that the 
curriculum framework, in its draft 
form, is available to download 
from the NCCA website.  Clearly, 
its status is draft and advisory 
only, but it can act as a useful 
touchstone or reference point for 
schools in planning a guidance 
programme. 
At the present time, there is no 
plan to schedule a further 
meeting of the committee for 
guidance, but the NCCA review of 
post-primary senior cycle 
continues and there are plans to 
open discussions on the broad 
shape of junior cycle education.  
It is in those contexts that the 
need to continue deliberations 
on the important area of 
guidance is most likely to occur.  
Nevertheless, it appears clear 
that no further developments in 
the guidance area will occur prior 
to the next meeting of the 
committee. 
 

National Council for 
Curriculum and Assessment 
(NCCA) 
 

 
Jim Moore, President NPCpp 

 
Jim Moore represents NPcpp on 
the NCCA. 

 The NCCA was established on a 
statutory basis in 2001 following 
a period of over twenty years 
when it was a non statutory 
organisation. 
 
The mission of NCCA is to advise 
the Minister for Education and 
Science on curriculum and 
assessment for early childhood 
education and for primary and 
post primary schools.  This advice 
is generated through 
engagement with schools and 
educational settings, with 
committees and working groups 
and is informed by research, 
evaluation and foresight. 
 
There are 25 members of the 
Statutory Council appointed by 
the Minister for a three year 
term, representing teachers, 
school managers, parents, 
business, trade unions and other 
education interests.  Other 
members include representatives 
of the DES and the State 
Examination Commission.  The 
brief of the Statutory Council is 
outlined in the Education Act 
1998. (Ref. www.ncca.ie) 
 

NCCA Special Education 
Steering Committee 
 
Jim Moore is the NPCpp 
representative on the NCCA 
Special Education Steering 
Committee. 
The NCCA is responsible for 
advising the Minister for 
Education and Science regarding 
curriculum and syllabuses for 
students with disability or other 
special educational needs.  The 
NCCA is addressing the needs of 
students with general learning 
disabilities and exceptionally able 
students. 
 
The NCCA is looking at ways that 
the curriculum and assessment 
can best meet the needs of 
students.  It is those students 
who, even with the support of 

http://www.ncca.ie/en/Curriculum_and_Assessment/Post-Primary_Education/Guidance/
http://www.ncca.ie/en/Curriculum_and_Assessment/Post-Primary_Education/Guidance/
http://www.ncca.ie/en/Curriculum_and_Assessment/Post-Primary_Education/Guidance/


teachers using different 
approaches to teaching and 
learning are unable to access the 
mainstream junior cycle 
curriculum.  These are students 
within the range of general 
learning disabilities and their 
priority learning needs are 
focussed on personal, social and 
vocational Science.  With this in 
mind the NCCA is exploring the 
development of a junior cycle 
curriculum framework that 
would encompass the learning 
that is most important, relevant 
and beneficial to the students in 
question. 
 

National Council for Special 
Education (NCSE):  
Advisory Group on Children with 
Emotional and Behavioural 

Disorders. 
 
Jim Moore is also the NPCpp 
representative on this advisory 
committee. 
This group was established in 
2010 by the NCSE to assist its 
Strategy and Policy Committee in 
the formation of policy for 
consideration by the Council 
under the EPSEN Act, 2004. 
  
The NCSE has engaged in the 
preliminary work in relation to 
the education of children with 
emotional and behaviour 
disorders. It is proposed that this 
new Expert Group will build on 
the existing body of work and 
draw together additional 
information concerning the 
current Irish context with respect 
to the education of children and 
young people with emotional and 
behavioural disorders. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Co. Carlow Drugs Task 
Force 

      
Joe Kennedy NPAVSCC 

 
Joe Kennedy is a tŀǊŜƴǘΩǎ 
representative on the Co. Carlow 
Drugs Task Force. 
On the 7th of June 2009, a 
meeting was held in the 
Cathedral Parish Centre in 
Carlow.  
Present at this meeting were 
individuals and agencies that had 
been contracted with regards to 
establishing the  
Co Carlow Drugs Task Force. This 
meeting was the culmination of 
work completed over the 
previous periods of April 07 and 
08 where 35 agencies and 
individuals from the Statutory, 
Community and Voluntary 
sectors were contacted. 
 
The objectives of this meeting 
were to inform participants of 
the 

¶ National Drug Strategy 2001 
ς 2008 and its co-ordinating 
structures. 

¶ To identify the issues of 
Substance Misuse in Carlow. 

¶ To gain an understanding of 
the expectations and desired 
outcomes of the county 
Carlow Drugs Task Force 
from a cross sector 
perspective.  
 

The methods used to facilitate 
this meeting were power point 
presentation and focused group 
discussion.  
 
The key issues of substance 
misuse in Carlow arising from 
group discussions were  

¶ A need to develop 
communication and 

information protocols 
between agencies and 
supports in Carlow to 
individuals, families and 
communities. 

¶ A need for a broad range of 
rehabilitation strategies to 
reintegrate substance 
misuses into the community. 

¶ A need for education across 
all sectors as to the potential 
implications and signification 
of the increase of substance 
misuse in Carlow. 

¶ Greater targeted work with 
individuals, families and 
communities effected by 
substance misuse 

¶ Increased communication 
with drug users and 
implementation of services 
that reflect their needs ex: 
Detox.  

¶ A visible and simplified 
support route for individuals, 
families and communities 

¶ Supports and Services that 
are culturally and ethically 
sensitive 

¶ To reduce the supply of drugs 
in Carlow 
 

The expectations from the group 
discussions of the Co Carlow 
Drugs Task Force were as follows: 

¶ To effectively lobby for the 
implementation and 
provision of supports and 
services 

¶ To provide accurate 
information and data on 
current and future changes in 
substance misuse in Carlow 

¶ To ensure the changes 
needed to address substance 
misuse in Carlow are 
embedded as part of what is 
involved agencies do. 

¶ To become a local action 
group with realist, pragmatic 
and integrated actions. 

¶ To devise a strategy/local 
action plan for inter-agency 
work to include both urban 
and rural initiatives 
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¶ To have in place mechanisms 
of evaluation, monitoring, 
accountability and 
responsibility for members. 

 
The desired outcomes for the Co 
Carlow Drugs Task Force over the 
next 12 month period were as 
follows: 

¶ T o make all agencies aware 
of actual supports and 
services available to 
individuals, families and 
communities. 

¶ T o provide a low call number 
help-line to reduce the 
confusion felt by individuals, 
families and communities 
accessing services.  

¶ To have produced a Local 
Action Plan with initiative 
time lines and completion 
dates to insure motivation is 
maintained. 

¶ To begin relationship building 
with agencies, sharing 
resources, expertise and 
insight from the diversity of 
experience  
 

As can be seen from the above, 
the main issues from the group 
discussions focused on treatment 
issues and the need for a 
strategic and coordinated 
approach. The focus on action by 
the group members reflects the 
growing concern and need for 
additional services. The 
exhaustion rates of members 
attending other committees as 
ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƴƻǊƳŀƭ ǊŜƳƛǘ άbƻǘ 
ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ǘŀƭƪƛƴƎ ǎƘƻǇέ ǿŀǎ ŀ ǾƛŜǿ 
expressed by members. It is 
important to note however that 
the implementation of services 
while important is only part of a 
much greater picture.  The ability 
of the task force to address the 
named issues, expectations and 
outcomes will require systems of 
management, commitment and 
accountability across all sectors. 
This process will require time and 
patience to insure these actions 
can be realised. The formation of 
a Local Action Plan should take 

into account the needs of 
individual, family and community 
and integrate where possible 
with initiatives already in place. 
To insure motivation is 
maintained a focus on prioritised 
actions to include short term, 
intermediate and long term 
actions should be devised. 
 

NCCA - Junior Cert Review 
Carmel Purcell (FED CBS) has 
been the NPCpp representative 
at NCCA (National Council for 
Curriculum and Assessment) 
Junior Cycle Review Committee 
in the current school year. 
'NCCA has been reviewing the 
junior cycle in response to issues 
raised about the degree to which 
the aims and principles originally 
set out for the Junior Certificate 
programme had been realised in 
its implementation. 
The issues identified included the 
extent to which students 
encountered an appropriate and 
relevant curriculum, the impact 
on the curriculum of the 
assessment approaches used, the 
actual level of curriculum overlap 
and overload, and the 
manageability of the programme 
at school level in terms of time 
allocation and subject choices.' 
                 

 

Parents Association of 
Community and Comprehensive 

Schools (PACCS) 
In Ireland comprehensive schools 
were an earlier model of State 
schools introduced in the late 
1960s and largely replaced by the 
secular community model of the 
1970s. The comprehensive model 
generally incorporated older 
schools which were under Roman 
Catholic or Protestant ownership, 
and the various denominations 

continue to manage the school as 
ǇŀǘǊƻƴǎ ƻǊ ǘǊǳǎǘŜŜǎΦ {ǘ !ƛŘŀƴΩǎ 
Comprehensive School opened 
its doors for the first time in 
1966. The first Community 
schools opened their doors in 
1972 in Tallaght and Coolmine.  
 
The rationale behind the 
Community school system was: 
ω To bring together in a single 

institution the academic 
style education of the 
traditional Secondary school 
and the practically 
orientated programme of 
the Vocational school.  In 
this way pupils would be 
able to sample both the 
practical and academic in a 
broad general curriculum, so 
that each would be offered 
an educational structure 
suitable to his/her needs 
abilities and interests. 

ω To bring second level 
education into the fast 
developing urban housing 
estates and to the remote 
rural areas where previously 
it was unavailable. 

ω To amalgamate existing 
small secondary and 
Vocational schools so as to 
ensure equality of 
educational opportunities 
for both boys and girls 
regardless of background or 
social status. 

ω To be leaders in the area of 
curriculum development and 
change. 

ω To make provision for the 
provision of Adult and 
Community education 
facilities in their areas. 

Our National Executive comprises 
delegates from each of the seven 
regions: 
 
Dublin Region 6 reps,  
Southern Region 3 reps      
Midwest Region 3 reps  
South East Region 2 reps, 
Western Region  2 reps    
Northwest Region 2 reps 



Northeast Region 2 reps 
 
PACCS co-opts extra experience 
to support us in our role at 
delivering a parents voice in the 
education system. 
PACCS organises regional 
meetings, information and 
training for parents around the 
country, and provide members 
from the executive for individual 
talks in any community or 
comprehensive school. It also has 
an excellent website to help 
ǇŀǊŜƴǘΩǎ ŀŎŎŜǎǎ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ǾŜǊȅ 
easily www.paccs.ie  
 
During the year PACCS meets 
with its partners in education to 
discuss motions passed at our 
conference and look for their 
support during the year. In 
particular PACCS meets with 
ACCS, State Examination 
Commission, ASTI, TUI, NAPD, 
DES, Mr Ruairi Quinn TD, Mr Paul 
Gogarty TD, and Mr Brian Hayes 
TD.  
 
PACCS has 4 members sitting on 
the National Parents Council post 
primary who work on sub-
committees to deliver the best 
education system we can for all 
students in second level 
education.  
 
I wish to take this opportunity to 
wish all students sitting their 
Leaving Certificate Examination 
the very best of luck, and in their 
future careers.   
  

 
PACCS Executive Members at 
their Annual Conference in the 
Tipperary Institute March 2010: 
L-R Front: Connie Carolan (Gen. 
Sec.), Grace Mooney, Carole 
Trodden, Tommy Walshe 

(President), Marion Gilligan, 
Teresa Byrne and Margaret 
Molloy. Back L-R: Catherine 
Riordan, Ann Leamy, Leona 
McCormack, Teresa McSweeney, 
Catherine Sides and Margaret 
Moore 
 
    
 
 

  

National Association of 
COMPASS 

Co-operation of Minority Religions and 
Protestant Parent Associations (Post 

Primary 

The National Association of 
Compass is a Constituent Body of 
National Parents Council (post 
primary) representing all Parents 
who choose to educate their sons 
and daughters in schools or 
colleges which promote a 
Protestant or a Minority Ethos. 
There are 27 such affiliated 
schools in the Republic. Most 
schools will have elected Parent 
Representatives on their Boards 
of Management. The majority of 
Compass Schools have links with 
The Church of Ireland and there 
are also five Protestant 
established Comprehensive 
schools, three of which are under 
the patronage of the Archbishop 
of Dublin, one under the Bishop 
of Cork and one under the 
Donegal Board of Education. 
 
The other minority religion 
schools are St Andrews College in 
Dublin which is associated with 
the Presbyterian Church; Wesley 
College in Dublin under the 
auspices of the Methodist Church 
Annual Conference; The Society 
of Friends manages Newtown 
School in Waterford and has links 
with Drogheda Grammar School; 
and the Jewish Community runs 
Stratford College in Rathgar, 
Dublin. 
 
All schools affiliated to Compass 

maintain a particular ethos, and 
characteristic Spirit which is 
nurtured from their respective 
religious and cultural traditions. 
They welcome pupils and 
teachers from all religious 
backgrounds and none, who 
respect these attributes. 
 

 
Roy Gallie 

President COMPASS 
 
 

 
 
Federation of Parents Councils in 
Christian Brothers and other 
Catholic Secondary Schools 
 
The Federation of Parents 
Councils in Christian Brothers and 
other Secondary Schools is the 
coordinating body for their 
ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎΩ ŎƻǳƴŎƛƭǎ ƛƴ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ƭŜǾŜƭ 
schools in the Republic of Ireland. 
Membership is open to Parents 
Councils in Christian BrƻǘƘŜǊǎΩ 
secondary schools and Parents 
Councils in other Catholic Schools 
who subscribe to the aims of the 
Federation. 
The Federation provides 
information and support services 
to its affiliated Parents Councils 
and in turn, seeks to give national 
expression to the views of the 
parents represented by those 
local councils. 
Federation policy is determined 
at its general meeting, at which 
all affiliated Parents Councils are 
entitled to be represented. 
 
The aims of the Federation are: 

http://www.paccs.ie/


¶ To promote the continued 
availability of Catholic 
education now provided in 
schools administered by the 
Edmund Rice Schools Trust 
(E.R.S.T.) and other bodies. 

¶ To promote the preservation 
of Christian values in our 
society. 

¶ To promote the formation 
and development of Parents 
Councils in all affiliated 
schools. 

¶ While respecting the 
autonomy of individual 
councils, to provide 
guidelines and 
recommendations for their 
effective operation, to keep 
them informed of trends in 
education, and provide when 
necessary, a means of 
coordinating their activities 
on a National level. 

¶ To promote liaison with 
other organisations 
concerned with education. 

¶ To foster an increasingly 
effective spirit of co-
operation in all affiliated 
schools between 
management, teachers, 
parents and students. 

To assist parents to know and 
obtain their rights, and fulfil their 
duties with regard to the 
education of their children, in 
that they are free to choose, 
according to their consciences, 
the type of school they want for 
their children, that they have an 
effective voice in educational 
development, and to promote an 
appreciation of the value of 
education among all sections of 
the community. 
To obtain direct representation 
on such committees, 
organisations, and public bodies 
as the Federation may consider 
fit. 
Parents are increasingly being 
consulted in various aspects of 
educational matters and it is 
important that the views and 
opinions of Parents Councils at 
local level are included. 

The Federation promotes the 
views and concerns of Parents 
Councils at national level through 
consultation with other 
Education partners, and through 
its involvement with the National 
Parents Council Post Primary. 
 

 
Delegates enjoying a break and a 
cuppa at the FED CBS Conference 
in Dublin in March 2010. 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 

NATIONAL CONGRESS OF 
CATHOLIC SECONDARY SCHOOL 
PARENTS ASSOCIATION. (CSPA) 

In 1974, due to the effects of 
inflation, the Capitation grants 
paid to Voluntary Secondary 
Schools was totally inadequate. 
The grant was used to pay a part 
of Teachers salaries as well as for 
maintenance in the schools. 
Schools were struggling to cope 
with huge numbers who wished 
to avail of secondary education. 
Many of the schools faced 
closure because religious 
congregations were unable to 
cope. Representations from all 
those involved in education were 
made to the Department of 
Education and Finance to 
increase the grants but these 
were unsuccessful. This was the 
beginning of the CSPA. 
 
In the spring of 1975 the position 
was outlined to parents at 
meetings in Dublin, Cork and 
Waterford and arising from these 
meetings a regional federation of 
parents were set up. As a result 
of many public meetings the 

Minister for Education 
announced an increase in 
capitation. 
 
Parents realised that to succeed 
they needed to form a National 
forum where parental opinion on 
education policy could be 
expressed. After some 
preliminary meetings in Dublin it 
was decided to set up a steering 
committee. School principals and 
representatives of parent 
associations from Dublin, Cork, 
Waterford, Limerick and 
Roscommon met in Thurles in 
March 1976.  They were 
mandated to organise 
associations in every county and 
to draft a Constitution and set up 
a National Executive, 
The steering committee called an 
ƛƴŀǳƎǳǊŀƭ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ ƛƴ {ǘΦ tŀǘǊƛŎƪΩǎ 
College, Drumcondra in April 
1977. Representatives from 
fifteen regions formally accepted 
the proposed draft constitution 
and elected their first National 
Executive. 
 
The new body was called The 
Congress of Catholic Secondary 
School Parent Association (CSPA)   
 

 
David Hegarty President CSPA 

 

 
 
National Parents Association 
for Vocational Schools and 
Community Colleges 
(NPAVSCC)   
 

 In 1985 in response to a 
perceived need to give parents 
(both at local and national level) 



an opportunity to voice their 
opinions on the education of 
their children in Vocational 
Schools and Community Colleges 
an umbrella body called National 
Parents Association for 
Vocational Schools and 
Community Colleges (NPAVSCC)  
was set up.. 
 The meeting which brought 
about the setting up of the 
organisation, was called by 
Gamma Hussey TD the then 
Minister for Education and the 
first Congress was held in 
Portlaois in March 1986.  There 
are parallels with the1980's and 
the economy today and then as 
now the budget is tight and as 
we know there has to be cuts in 
all sectors, but we would hope 
that commonsense would prevail 
and that the government today 
would have the foresight and 
prudence to see that investment 
in education is paramount to the 
future of this country. 
 The past twenty five years has 
seen great reform and 
advancement in our Education 
system and the three main 
factors of influence have been 
The Education Act of 1998, The 
Education Welfare Act of 2000, 
and the Vocational Education 
(amendment) Act of2001.Each of 
these three documents have 
individually and collectively 
reformed and advanced our 
education system for the better.   
From modest beginnings , we are 
now established as a force to be 
reckoned with and as a partner 
to be consulted with and kept 
informed of a wide range of 
issues both from The DES , and 
the Teaching Unions as well as 
the Management Bodies 
.Coupled with that,  we at 
NPAVSCC are part of the 
umbrella group that constitutes 
National Parents Council Post 
Primary of which there are four 
other bodies .This unit as you will 
see here at this Symposium is too 
working well for the betterment 

of the education of all our 
children. 
 While the above are hugely 
important in the parent 
movement and the future of the 
education of our children, it is 
imperative that at both NPAVSCC 
and at NPCpp we always aim to 
keep our parents at local level 
our top priority. 
 

NPCpp In-service Training 
Programme 
NPCpp is currently providing 
training for Parents/Guardians 
and Members of Parents 
Associations in post primary 
schools nationwide. Parents/ 
Guardians have the opportunity 
to become familiar with their 
responsibilities and obligations. 
Parents/Guardians from all post 
primary sector schools 
(Community and Comprehensive 
Schools, Secondary Schools, 
Vocational Schools and 
Community Colleges) are invited 
and welcome to participate in 
this ongoing training initiative. 
Any Parent/Guardian who wishes 
to avail of this training 
opportunity then please contact 
Sandra Boylan at: 
telephone:(01) 8302740 / 
8302747 or e-mail: 
npcpp@eircom.net: 
Training is currently scheduled 
for the following dates and 
venues:  
 
Wed:  05/05/10 Carrick on 
 Shannon Community 
 School (7.00pm) 
Sat:  08/05/10 Community 
 School Ballieboro, Co 
 Cavan (9.45am)      
Sat:  15/05/10 Vocational 
 School, Carlow (9.45am)     
Sat:  22/05/10 Bishopstown       
 Community School, Cork 
 City (9.45am) 
Sat:  05/06/10 St Calasanctius 
 College, Oranmore, Co 
 Galway (9.45am) 
Sat:  12/06/10 Beauford High 
 School Rathfarnham, 

 Dublin 14 (9.45am) 
 

National Parents Council 
Post-Primary  

25th Anniversary 
Conference 

 
Venue: Dept. Of Education and 
Science, the Clock Tower, 
Marlborough St., Dublin 1 
 

ά9ƳǇƻǿŜǊƛƴƎ tŀǊŜƴǘǎ - Risk 
or OpportunityΚέ 

  
Friday afternoon 30th April 
1.00 Registration and Buffet  
 Lunch 
2.00  Arrival of Barry Andrews 
 TD, Minister for Children 
 & Youth Affairs.  
2.15  Welcome and Opening 
 of Conference by Jim 
 Moore, President NPCpp. 
2.30 Barry Andrews TD 
 Address. 
2.45 Presentation of the ESRI 
 research on Parental 
 Involvement in Post-
 Primary Education by 
 Dr. Delma Byrne and 
 Dr. Emer Smyth.   
3.45 Questions and Answers 
 from participants, 
 chaired  by David Hegarty 
 Vice President NPCpp 
4.30 Close of session. 
 
Saturday Morning 1st May 
9.00 Registration, Tea and 
 Coffee.  
10.00 Welcome and Opening of 
 session by David Hegarty 
 Vice President NPCpp 
10.05 NCCA Presentation   
 by Dr. Anne Looney CEO 
 on άInnovation and 
 Identity: Towards a New 
 Junior Cycleέ.
 Workshop - exploring 
 some of the key ideas 
 and themes from the 
 paper by Janet Wallace 
 and Judith Ní Mhurchú. 
 Followed by Questions 
 and Answers chaired 



 by Tommy Walshe 
 Director NPCpp. 
11.15 Tea and Coffee break 
11.30 Celebration of 25 years 
 of National Parents 
 Council Post Primary 
 chaired by Gerard O Hara 
 Treasurer  NPCpp. 
 YŜȅƴƻǘŜ !ŘŘǊŜǎǎ άwƛǎƪ ƻǊ 
 Opportuƴƛǘȅέ ōȅ bt/ǇǇ 
 President Jim Moore. 
 Address by Brigid 
 McManus Secretary 
 General of the 
 Department of Education 
 and Science. 
 Acknowledgements of 
 NPCpp past Presidents - 
 presentation by Ms. 
 Brigid McManus 
 Secretary General of the 
 Department of Education 
 and Science 
  
Saturday Afternoon, 1st of May 
2.00 Opening of session by 
 Joe Kennedy Director of 
 NPCpp 
 Role of the Inspectorate 
 including the Role of the 
 Whole School Evaluation 
 (WSE).                      
 Followed by Questions 
 and Answers from 
 participants, Chaired by 
 Director Joe Kennedy  
3 - 3.30 Close of Conference by 
 Mr. Jim Moore, President 
 NPCpp. 

 
Memories 2010 

  

 
 
NPAVSCC Conference Athlone 
aŀǊŎƘ нлмлΥ WŀŎƪƛŜ hΩ/ŀƭƭŀƎƘŀƴΣ 
aŀǊȅ hΩwƻǳǊƪŜ ¢5 ŀƴŘ CǊŀƴƪ 
McDaid (President NPAVSCC) 
 

Delegates enjoying Ψŀ ŎǳǇǇŀΩ ŀǘ 
the FED CBS Conference  in Dublin 
March 2010 

 

 
 

Frank Mc Daid, President 
acknowledging the contribution 
of Past President Ms. Rose Tully 

to NPAVSCC.   
(NPAVSCC  Conference 2010) 

 

 
Frank Mc Daid (President) 

acknowledging the contribution 
of Past President Mr Michael 
hΩwŜƎŀƴ ǘƻ NPAVSCC. 

(NPAVSCC Conference 2010) 
 

 
Grace Mooney, Catherine Sides 

and Leona McCormack members 
of PACCS National Executive at 
the PACCS Conference March 

2010 
 

 
Teresa Mc Sweeney (PACCS 

Executive), SanŘǊŀ hΩwŜƛƭƭȅ ŀƴŘ 
Antoinette Brady at the PACCS 

Conference 2010 
 

 
Tommy Walshe (President), Moya 

Breen, Director Of Business, 
Tipperary Institute, Grace 

Mooney (Vice President), and 
Barney Callaghan (CEO Gaisce) at 

the PACCS Conference 2010 
 

 
L-R: Tommy Walshe (President 
PACCS), Geraldine Perkins (FED 

CBS) and Alan Mulligan 
(COMPASS) at the PACCS 

Conference  
 
 
 
 

National Parents Council 

Post-Primary  

Unit 5 Glasnevin Business 
Centre, Ballyboggan Road, 
Dublin 11 
Tel: (01) 8302740 / 8302747 
Exam Helpline: 1800 265 165 
Fax: (01) 8302752 
Locall: 1890 672770 
e-mail: npcpp@eircom.net 
Website: www.npcpp.ie 
Charitable Status No:  
CHY 12800 
Open: Monday �± Friday, 
10.00 a.m. - 4.30 p.m. 

 


